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INTRODUCTION 


AM glad to write a few words of introduction 
to this little volume, Free Bondmen, in com- 
pliance with the author’s request. 

In doing so I should not wish to be committed in all 
cases, either to the general line of treatment or to 
specific statements and sentiments in the medita- 
tions and addresses. But I know Mr. Hancock 
and his work well enough to feel sure that what he 
writes will be animated by deep personal devotion, 
loyalty to truth, and enthusiasm in effort to bring 
the motives and standards of the Gospel to bear 
upon the lives of all whom he can influence. As his 
Warden for some years in the Winchester Diocesan 
Mission, I knew the kind of power which he exer- 
cised as a missioner, and I can testify that among 
certain classes it was exceptionally strong and 
productive of the best results. He had the gift of 
arresting attention by the directness, originality, 
and earnestness of his appeals ; and his preaching 
had also the characteristic of unflinching courage. 

I feel that as one who has himself ‘‘ endured hard- 
ness’ he is well qualified to commend with sin- 
cerity the high ideal of unreserved surrender to the 
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will of God, which it is the chief purpose of this 
little book to teach and illustrate. 

The outlines of the meditations and addresses are 
simple and easily grasped, so that they may readily 
be assimilated by those least trained in spiritual 
ideas, while as statements of essential principles 
which must always underlie the life of true devotion 
they admit of indefinite expansion in detail and 
afford opportunity to every earnest student to fill 
them out in his own way. 

I should think that they would be specially helpful 
in assisting the practice of private meditation, 
and in preparing the minds of clergy, whose duty 
it is to minister to simple people, to communicate 
to them the elementary conditions of whole-hearted 
devotion in the service of Christ. That they may 
be blessed to this end and in other ways, as God 
may use them, will be my earnest prayer. 


J. SOUTHAMPTON. 
SouTH HILt, 
BASSETT, 
Nr. SOUTHAMPTON. 
Feast of the Circumcision, 1913. 


PREFACE 


HE addresses in this book formed the basis 
of Meditations at various ‘“‘ Quiet Days ”’ 
during the past thirteen years. It is the hope of 
the Author that they may be not only of some service 
to his younger Brethren in the sacred ministry, 
but also helpfully suggestive to the increasing body 
of the faithful Laity, who set apart definite hours 
for Meditation. 


BERNARD M. HANCOCK. 


WALDENS, 
HOoRSELL, 
WOKING. 
S. Stephen’s Day, 1912. 
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“To give ourselves into the will of God that He may 
do in us that which He made us for, which we ourselves 
but dimly understand, that is the true completion of our 
life. How we talk of submission to God as if it were a hard 
concession to necessity, or else as if it were the last refuge 
of despair, instead of being what it is, the fulfilment and 
consummation of our life.” 

PHILLIPS BROOKS. 
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THE MOTHER 


I. SELF-SURRENDER 
“Behold the Bondslave of the Lord.” 


HERE are times when we are apt to consider 
that we of to-day are so handicapped by 

our circumstances that it is hardly just to expect 
of us the same standard of saintliness as was expected 
of those in the days of old. But— 

He fixed thee mid this dance 

Of plastic circumstance, 

This present, thou forsooth, wouldst fain arrest : 

Machinery just meant 


To give thy soul its bent, 
Try thee and turn thee forth, sufficiently impressed. 


And not only so. Those who attained the highest 
standards of life were often those whose environ- 
ment was the most difficult. This is especially the 
case with her who was chosen to be the Mother of 
Jesus. 


i. Mary’s Circumstances 


If we find our circumstances hard what must it 
have been for Mary living at Nazareth. For Nazar- 
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eth was not a quiet little place “‘ far from the mad- 
ding crowd.” It was rather situated right in the 
midst of the world movements of the day. For 
through the district of Galilee, in which the town 
lay, ran the great high roads to Rome and Egypt ; 
and all the rumour of the empire entered by Nazareth 
into Palestine. 

As Dr. G. A. Smith says— 

“Save in the recorded hours of our Lord’s praying the 
history of Galilee has no intervals of silence. The noise 
of a close and busy life is always audible, and to every 
crisis in the Gospels and Josephus we see crowds imme- 
diately swarm. ... The chief lesson which Nazareth 


teaches us is the possibility of a pure Home and spotless 
youth in the very face of an evil world.” 


ii. Mary’s Call 


Here in the face of all that there was to distract 
and tempt there lived a maiden whose life was 
pleasing to God. At the time we are introduced 
to her a great event had just taken place. A good 
man and just had won the consent of her friends. 
The dowry had been arranged, a ring given and all 
the other rites of the very solemn betrothal had 
been fulfilled. Mary is now waiting and no doubt 
wondering. As she thinks of the first purpose of 
marriage, she perhaps hopes that it might fall to 
her lot to be the mother of the much-needed and 
longed-for Messiah. 

In the midst of all there comes a call from God. 
The call was in every way most surprising. It 
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would mean the facing of many new difficulties and 
the changing of many old plans. What we are 
told of the second coming was true of the first. “‘ In 
an hour that ye think not the Son of Man cometh.” 


iii. Mary’s Response 

What answer should Mary make to this so strange 
a call? At first she was afraid. Fear may be 
said to be, generally speaking, a mark of a real 
call. Weare afraid, because of what we have to give 
up. Weare afraid, because of our own insufficiency. 
* How can this be ?”’ Our only hope is that “it 
is the Lord.” Directly Mary realized this she 
made the response of utter self-surrender. ‘‘ Be- 
hold the bondslave of the Lord. Be it unto me 
according to Thy Word.” 

Self-surrender. This is the one great demand 
of God, and it should be the one great aim of our 
life. The more utter our self-surrender the more 
complete will be the realization of ourselves (“ He 
that loseth his life for My sake shall find it”). The 
more utter our self-surrender the more can we be 
channels of God’s blessings to others. Consider 
the case of Abraham ; because the utmost was given, 
therefore to the utmost the blessing can go. ‘“‘ Be- 
cause thou hast not withheld thy son, thy only 
son . . . inthee and in thyseed shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed.”’ 

As we progress in the spiritual life there come the 
calls of God to more and more of sacrifice and sur- 
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render. We must take care to be ever on the alert 
to hear His voice; we must not keep back any 
“‘ part of the price.” We must not ‘‘ come down” 
of our own accord from any Cross to which we 
have been fixed in consequence of our obedience. 


II. SYMPATHY 


‘‘ And Mary arose in those days and went into the hill 
country with haste, into a city of Judah; and entered into 
the house of Zacharias and saluted Elizabeth.” 


The Annunciation is followed by the hurried 
departure to the Home of Elizabeth. The peculiar 
relationship of Mary as the Bondslave of God does 
not lessen her need of her fellows. It was so in 
Eden, “it is not good for the man to be alone.” It 
is so to-day. Self-surrender to God must lead to 
sympathy to and for man. We cannot find God 
without at the same time discovering our true re- 
lationship to man. 


i. All need Sympathy 


Consider how terrible a thing it must be to be 
alone, to have no one like-minded who will care. 
There is no Cross so hard to bear, because God has 
made man a social animal. From this it follows 
that just because all need sympathy, all of us 
must be capable of expressing true sympathy. 
Those to whom we are to express it are just those 
who come our way. For, as Faber says, “No 
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one comes near us or across us, but it is through 
an intention of God, that we may. help soothe, or 
cheer him.” 


li. All must express Christ's Sympathy 


The distinguishing mark of our Blessed Lord is 
sympathy. The Incarnation is the manifestation 
of the sympathy of God. The world is to be won 
by the manifestation through the Church of the 
sympathy of Christ. ‘“‘ By this shall all men know 
that ye are My disciples if ye have love one for 
another.”” And the love must be Christ’s love. 
“Love one another even as I have loved you.” 

Consider four marks of the sympathy like 
Christ’s— . 

(a) The sympathy we express must be genuine. 
There must be nothing unreal or affected about 
it. “‘Love is all Truth.” There are some who 
seem to be able to express their sympathy to all 
and every one in the most superlative terms, but it 
sometimes happens that it degenerates into a mere 
readiness of phrase. If such be the case the very 
expressions of sympathy by their unreality only 
hurt. The truest love will never express more than 
is genuinely felt, and more than one is ready to do 
in the way of helping. 

(6) The sympathy we express must be wise. It 
must be such as really helps forward the best 
interests of the individual and of the Kingdom of 
God. 
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What greater tragedy is there in the world than 
a spoilt child: the child that has suffered from an 
unwise love. The parent in some cases says life 
has much of hardship in the future, so I will do every- 
thing in my power to remove all that is disagreeable 
and distasteful from the path of my child. Life 
is full of disappointments, so I will pamper every 
whim and fancy. What could be more cruel. 
Surely a wise love would through discipline in small 
things fit the child to endure the larger and heavier 
burdens of life. 

Or again there is the foolish love which will not 
call sin by its proper name. The girl fell. The 
friend, sometimes the mother, out of a foolish love 
will not let the child face the self-indulgence as 
Sin. The result is the child is not led to Repent- 
ance and is not freed from the power of her sin. 

(c) The sympathy we express must be wide. It 
must embrace all nations, and all classes. It must 
go out to those who are the least attractive. Fenelon 
used to say that ‘‘ God sometimes hides Himself 
under the bores.”’ The dull trying people, who just 
because they are dull and trying are most likely 
to be in need of friends. 

(d) Oursympathy must last. “‘ Having loved His. 
own... He loved them unto the end.” We all 
know how easy it is to take up with a cause or an 
individual, and then when the strain comes to give 
them up. ‘But love is not love which alters 
when it alteration finds,” 
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ili. How can this be ? 


If we are to be made capable of possessing this 
one essential qualification for our social life, 
then— 

(a) We must let all the experiences of life lead us 
up to the Heart of God. All our joy and success 
should be consecrated through thanksgiving, and all 
our failures and disappointments and trials should 
be laid before the Lord in prayer. This will enable 
us to realize life more and more from God’s point of 
view. If only we can see men from His point of 
view, we can then feel for men with something of 
His love. 

(6) We must cultivate the imagination. So often 
things would go all right between nations, and 
classes, and individuals if only there was a little 
more imagination to see things from the point of 
view of the others. To cultivate the imagination 
we must read the best poems, the best novels, and 
see the best plays. Every good poem, or novel, or 
play should be written from the point of view of help- 
ing to bring about the Kingdom of God by increasing 
in- those who read or see a more true and wise, a 
more wide and lasting sympathy. The work of art 
which does not ennoble life and hasten the Kingdom 
is of no use tous. The cry of “ Art for Art’s sake” 
which we hear shouted in our ears seems sometimes 
to mean nothing more than that the ‘‘ ten com- 
mandments are ‘early Victorian.’”’ 
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(c) We must diligently and methodically fulfil 
the duty of Intercession. This duty is clearly laid 
down in the Lord’s Prayer, and is based upon the 
fact of the Solidarity of Humanity. “It is the 
sovereign remedy for selfishness.” It will help 
us to feel for men with the heart of Christ because it 
will enable us to see men with His eyes. 

(2) We must do kind things. Love can never 
grow except it express itself in action, and in action 
which is seasoned with sacrifice. It is in order 
that love may grow that we are told to give 
alms. 

Opposed to sympathy is the deadly sin of Envy. 
This was the sin of the Cross. “ Pilate knew that 
for Envy they delivered Him.” It is the result of 
the self being made the centre of life. That is one 
reason why we must make God the centre of life if 
we are to love our neighbours as we should. It 
is well for all to be much on their guard against 
envy. The sin is so subtle, so prevalent, and so 
deadly. 

The Church is the hospital in which we shall find 
the medicine to heal us of the disease of envy, and 
the school in which we are to be trained to learn to 
love as Christ loves. Therefore through it is to be 
gained the great end of all, when all shall be one in 
heart in Him. For a saved humanity is a united 
humanity. 
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III. SUFFERING 


“A sword shall pierce through thine own soul also.” 


This life of self-surrender and sympathy which 
we have been contemplating has to be lived in a 
world which is at enmity with God and that is 
selfish towards man. Hence it follows that faithful- 
ness will involve us in suffering. Mary is no ex- 
ception. Nay, we might rather say that she suffered 
more than most. For nearness to Him necessitated 
the drinking of His cup and the being baptised 
with His baptism. 


i. Mary’s Sufferings 


“We must through much tribulation enter into 
the Kingdom.” Contemplate some of the sufferings 
of the Mother of Jesus. 

(a) The awful suspicion that crossed the mind of 
Joseph. What could be more terrible than to 
have the very highest motives of our life misunder- 
stood ? 

. (b) Then consider all the inconveniences and 
loneliness that attended that hour when she brought 
forth her firstborn Son and laid Him in a manger. 

(c) This is followed by the flight into Egypt. 

(d@) And the dread of the Herods on the return 
combined with the strange words of Simeon must 
have led to many fears and forebodings. 
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So that the Artist is justified in depicting ‘‘ The 
Shadow of the Cross.” 

(ce) Finally, there was the Cross itself. It is 
bad enough to have one’s self misunderstood, but 
for a Mother to see her Son misunderstood and 
misrepresented, and hung upon a Cross of shame, 
as well as of pain! Who can measure the agony 
of this, except a mother. But even an ordinary 
mother could not fathom all the depths, because this 
Son was like no other son. He was “ the Son that 
never did amiss.” Meditation on these things will 
reveal to us how great a share of suffering was that 
which fell to the lot of the Mother of Jesus. Witha 
slight alteration she could make her own the words 
that are often applied to the Son: “ Behold and see 
if there be any mother’s sorrow like mine.” 

Only we do believe that Mary did see of the travail 
of her soul, and was satisfied. When the end came 
she too could have testified and said— 


““T have lived, seen God’s hand through a lifetime, and all 
was for best.” 


ii. We too must Suffer 


Some have expressed it as a pious opinon that 
in some ways the motherhood of Mary was not so 
fraught with pain as an ordinary motherhood. 
The evidence seems to tend, as it seems to us, all 
in the other direction. 

There are Christians to-day who think that 
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suffering need not be part of the condition of dis- 
cipleship. The result of this error is that when we 
are called to suffer in some way for the cause of 
God, we think it of no great importance if to avoid 
the suffering we, on that point at least, desert the 
cause. 

But the truth is that all Christians must suffer. 
“Tt isso nominatedin the bond.” ‘I willshow him 
how great things he must suffer for My Name’s sake.”’ 
“T fill up that which is lacking of the sufferings of 
Christ for His Body’s sake the Church.” ‘‘ Christ 
also hath suffered, leaving us an example that we 
should follow in His steps.”’ 


“ Arrange and order all things according to your will 
and pleasure, and yet you will be certain to find something 
which you must suffer, either willingly or unwillingly, and 
so you find the Cross always.” 

“Suffering must not be sought for its own sake, for it is 
an evil; but ifit comesin the course of a life’s devotion to 
some great cause, the true devotee will welcome it.’’ 


Our sufferings will come to us through the physical, 
which in some ways will be the least hard to bear; 
or they will come to us through our relationship 
with others—‘‘a man’s foes are those of his own 
household ’’; or they come in our conflict with the 
powers of evil, which all who would live godly must 
experience at some time or other. 

But to realize the naturalness of suffering is half 
the battle. It is only when it seems to be some 
strange thing that we are apt to surrender or 
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despair. Let us expect suffering. Let us pray thatin 
union with our Lord’s passion we may bearit. Above 
all let us never forget that suffering is not idle, but it 
is the travail pang by which I myself and others, 
through me, may come to a higher life. Once grasp 
the principles that lie behind this last thought, 
and we can see how true it isto say that “ suffering 
is work.’’ That is, it does not interfere with the real 
work of our lives as God has planned it, but it is part 
of our work. 


iii. An Example of Suffering that Helped 


One of the most beautiful characters in the Church 
of England in modern times was that of Arthur 
Lyttleton, who died when Bishop of Southampton. 
His deathbed was described by Archbishop David- 
son as “‘ The passing of Arthur.” It was all so 
beautiful, and there was so perfect a realization of 
the nearness of God. Yet it would be difficult to 
imagine more suffering than Bishop Lyttleton had 
to endure. The most beautiful thing, however, is 
that as a young man he wrote a poem in which he 
asks of God just one boon that he may know Him 
as Father, and in the course of it the petition goes 
up that if only through pain the knowledge is to 
come then let it be through pain. The poem has 
been most helpful, and we conclude by quotingit here. 

O Thou—Who surely wilt reveal 


Thyself—though I can only feel 
Thy chastening hand. 
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O Father, in which Name alone 

The fulness of Thy Love is shown, 

Here till the truth be wholly known, 
O let me stand. 


Here by Thy certain Fatherhood, 
Till what we are to be, O God, 
Is come to light. 
Till then I hold but one sure thing— 
Thee, not as God, Thee, not as King, 
But Thee as Father, from Whom spring 
My wrong and right. 


O Father, lose not this one hold, 
But closer in Thine arms enfold 
Thy trembling son. 
Though I am walking in the night, 
Still let me love the hope of light, 
And dream the east will soon be bright 
With Thee alone. 


The fulness of a father’s heart, 

Its mighty love, only in part 
His child can know. 

So though I cannot comprehend 

Thy loving wrath, yet do not end 

What Thou dost give, e’en tho’ there blend 
Both joy and woe. 


Yea, woe alone if joy be not— 
If pain be—my appointed lot, 
As Thine own son; 
By pain I may my Father see, 
By pain I may draw nearer Thee, 
But whether joy or pain it be, 
Thy will be done. 
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O Father, whatsoe’er Thou be, 
A Father’s love I love in Thee, 
Nor want the rest. 
O cease not then Thy punishing, 
And tho’ I am too blind a thing 
To see Thy face, beneath Thy wings 
I can be blest. 


IV. SERVICE 


‘“She wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him 
in a manger.” 


(NoteE.—This address was originally given to members of 
the Mothers’ Union.] 


It was a long journey for any woman to take, 
this journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem, but it 
must have been specially trying to the Blessed Virgin 
in her delicate condition. In addition to all, the 
state of the town was not normal. Owing to the 
census it was crowded to excess. The noise and 
confusion in the narrow streets was at its height 
as the two tired travellers entered. Ifit was raining 
the slippery streets must have made progress not 
only uncomfortable, but also to some extent danger- 
ous. Joseph, full of anxious solicitude for his wife, 
strains every nerve to find suitable shelter, but all 
the place is full, and there was no room in the inn, 
At last a rough, poor shelter of some kind is found, 
and there on that night the greatest event in human 
history occurred, when Mary brought forth her first- 
born Son, and laid Him in a manger. Then she 
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remembered no more the anguish for joy that a 
man was born into the world. 

There, as she holds the Babe to her breast, she is 
filled with a joy such as no other mother could ex- 
perience, because first of all her Son was the Son 
of God, and further in all that had to do with that 
wondrous birth there was no sin. Is there any 
tragedy so great as when the birth of a little child, 
instead of adding to the glory of a woman, merely 
manifests to the world her shame, and her sin, and 
not only hers but also that of some man, who in 
many cases does not stand by and help what he 
has hurt. 

Through this motherhood of Mary, God achieves 
the Incarnation. Here at this cradle we see human 
and divine love at their highest point—voluntary 
self-sacrifice for others. When a nation becomes 
selfish, then motherhood, the highest expression 
_ of human love, is refused and evaded. 


i. All must Serve 


We are all sent into this world on business. We 
are eachin our measure to live alife ofservice. All 
our gifts and opportunities are to be used in service. 
Ultimately all our service is to be rendered to God. 
‘Inasmuch as ye did to one of the least of these, 
my brethren, ye did it unto Me.” It is only through 
such service that we find our true position in the 
world; and “all service ranks the same with God.” 
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ii. One of the Least 

What service can be more full of joy and of 
responsibility than the care of a child? Consider 
first of all the great joy of being brought into re- 
sponsible relationship with a child. A child more 
than anything else gives point and purpose and com- 
pleteness to life. If it were not for the children “‘ we 
should dread the desert behind us more than the 
darkness before.’”” Many for the sake of a child have 
been led to consecrate themselves to a higher life. 
More than one has been led out of some city of 
destruction, not by the hand of a shining angel, but 
by the hand of a little child. 

But with the joy there is the responsibility. What 
responsibility could, in the light of the Resurrection, 
be greater! No wonder that the Church guards 
and does all that in her lies to solemnize Holy 
Matrimony. No wonder that those who realize 
the greatness of the work tell us ‘‘ she who has re- 
ceived the care of a child has received a responsibility 
that should make her tremble,” or again, ‘“‘ I would 
begin the education of a child twenty years before 
the child is born by first of all educating its mother.”’ 


iii. Nurse it for Me 

(a) If the mother is to fulfil her duty and bring 
the child up to the honour and glory of God, she 
must begin before the child is born, and ever after 
by resting altogether upon God in prayer and com- 
munion ; for the prayers of the mother build the 
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house of the child, and “their angels do always 
behold the face of their father which is in heaven.” 
It was in the power of prayer that Monica, the wife 
of an unbelieving husband and the mother of a 
wayward son, brought both to God. Her son says 
of her that she had served at God’s altar ‘“‘ without 
missing a day.’’ Ifa mother is not very watchful, 
prayer, the most essential work of life, will be crowded 
out, and then things will easily go wrong. 

(6) Not only must the mother pray, but she 
must also practice. ‘“‘ The first book a child reads 
and the last it ever lays aside is its mother’s conduct.” 

(c) In the power that comes from communion 
with God, and from walking in the way of His 
commandments, the mother can teach her child 
the one essential lesson of life, which is this: “ the 
fear of the Lord.” Teach it that it is meant for a 
noble destiny and that He who has planned this 
destiny is a God of perfect love. Then show it 
how to live a life of self-control, self-reverence 
and self-sacrifice, so that the destiny may be 
realized. 


* * * * * 


' All this life of surrender, sympathy, suffering 
and service is difficult, and we ask, knowing our 
weakness: ‘‘ How shall this be?” 

The answer to this question will form the subject 
of our next meditation. 
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V. HOW SHALL THIS BE? 


‘‘The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power 
of the Most High shall overshadow thee.” 


We are to live a life of surrender, of sympathy, 
of service; that is, we are to obey the threefold 
command of the Upper Room, and “ Do This,”’ 
““ Love as He loves,” and finally “‘Serve.’”’ But we 
are in various ways met with difficulties. We must 
be brave enough to suffer; further we must have a 
force sufficient to enable us to overcome our foes. 
We know ourselves well enough to realize that this 
force does not originate within us, and so we ask 
with Mary, ‘“‘ How shall this be?”’ God gives us 
the same answer He gave the maid of Nazareth, 
“The Power of the Most High shall overshadow 
thee.’ 


i. Power 


Christianity sets up a claim to be unique. It 
claims something that no other religion claims. What 
is this essential thing that differentiates the Chris- 
tian Religion from all other system ? 

(a) There are some who tell us that the essential 
thing about Christianity is its good advice. We 
have, we are told, in the teaching of Christ a more 
highly developed ethical standard. If this is the 
essence it is not unique, and it certainly is not a 
Gospel, i.e., good news which will make glad the 
heart of man and give him hope. 
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Imagine a poor fellow in a fever swamp down 
with malaria. There he lies weak, at times delirious, 
unable to lift his head. A man comes with good 
news. He gives him the good advice that if only 
he would climb to the top of the mountain that can 
be seen, he will be free from the power of the malaria 
germs and he will find himself a strong healthy 
man. Two difficulties, however, are in the sick man’s 
way : one is his own weakness, and the other is that 
the mountain is infested with hostile and well armed 
foes, and the friend who has given the advice has 
nothing else to give. What joy would the advice 
give the poor sick man ? 

(6) Others say that the essential thing about the 
Christian Religion is admiration for the perfect 
pattern of a simply human Christ. 

If this is the essence it is still not a Gospel. Our 
poor sick friend may be glad if he is told that once a 
genius, who somehow never caught the malaria, did 
climb to the summit of the mount. He is dead, 
he is told, now and is like all other men who died. 
Ah, says our friend, I am glad one did get out of this 
swamp. But this fact, however muchI think on it, 
does not help me. 

(c) The essential thing about Christianity is not 
its good advice, and it is not mere Hero Worship of a 
human genius. The essential thing about Christian- 
ity (that is about Christ) is that it and He are “ the 
Power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth.” The mighty power which God brings 
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to bear on the world. A power which nothing can 
withstand. 

Here is indeed ‘‘Good News.’’ We can go to 
such as our friend in the malaria swamp and say: 
“Friend, go up higher. Keep ever before you the 
topmost height, follow close in His steps. You 
can, because there is to be implanted in you a mighty 
power which will enable you to climb the mountain 
side on your own feet, and to defeat all the foes that 
oppose by a right use of the weapons that will be 
placed in your hands. All that is demanded of you 
is to trust and to manifest your trust by obedience. 
‘Take up thy bed and walk.’”’ 


ii. The Holy Ghost shall come upon Thee 


If we are to rise to our highest we must personally 
appropriate this power of God. ‘“‘ The Holy Ghost 
shall come upon thee.’ ‘“‘ Ye shall receive power 
when the Holy Ghost is come upon you.” 

(a) ‘‘ The days of her Purification.” If we are to 
possess power we too must be purified from the 
sins of the past. To lead us along the road of 
penitence to purification is essentially the work of 
God the Holy Spirit. ‘‘ He will convict the world 
of sin.”” The fever must be rebuked before we can 
rise and minister. In the matter of . purification 
Mary did not make herself an exception. Let us 
beware that we, whose need is so great, do not 
make ourselves exceptions. Remember that the 
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sins of the respectable Pharisee may be a great 
deal more deadly than those of the disreputable 
Publican. 

(b) “His parents went every year to Jerusalem 
at the Feast of the Passover.’’ To appropriate the 
“Power of God” we too must keep the Feast. 
“Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 
drink His blood ye have no life in you.” This may 
mean more than the Holy Communion, but it cer- 
tainly does include Holy Communion. 

(c) “These all with one accord continued steadfastly 
in prayer, with the women, and Mary the mother of 
Jesus.” The last notice we have of the Mother in 
the New Testament is this, which leaves her on her 
knees in prayer. It is a matter of universal ex- 
perience that if we are to be filled with power we 
must pray. Let us in our self-examination question 
ourselves about this matter of prayer. 

(d) ‘“‘ Mary kept all these sayings in her heart,” 
and again we read, “Mary kept all these sayings, 
pondering them in her heart.”’ If we are fully to 
appropriate the power of God and rise to our highest 
we must like Mary keep all these sayings, pondering 
them inour hearts. Meditation is an essential to a 
saintly and truly spiritual life. By meditation we 
grow not only deeper but ever so much stronger, 
and more able to face the foes of life with calm 
and fearless confidence. In this quiet day commune 
with our Lord about this matter, and strive to fulfil 
it more faithfully and wisely. 
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ili, ‘“‘ Made like unto Him” 


“The Holy thing which is to be born shall be 
called the Son of God.’ So the angel to Mary. 
St. Paul desires for his converts that Christ ‘ may 
be formed in them.’’ And in our Baptism Service 
we are told that our profession is daily to follow 
Christ and to “‘ be made like unto Him.”” This must 
of a necessity follow if we believe that the Gospel is 
the power of God. We can hardly believe that all 
that we mean by the Incarnation took place in 
order to make men merely “ respectable.’ Our 
aim therefore must be high, and our endeavour to 
attain must be constant and strenuous. We must 
not allow anything to be looked upon as too difficult, 
“T can do all things in Christ that strengthened 
me.” 

For the same reason we cannot despair of the 
conversion of any one else, and because we cannot 
despair we must strain every nerve and use every 
possible opportunity to lift up those that fall. 
This will include making considerable sacrifices. 
Think of Monica working all those years for the 
conversion of her son and her husband. Who is 
there I ought to be helping to a higher life? It 
may be some one I have never helped before, it may 
be some one I began to help, but I have been “‘ grow- 
ing weary in well doing.’ Let me in either case go 
forth with high hope to the work. For ‘“‘ the Gospel 
is the power of God.” 
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“Who is like the Lord our God, that hath His 
dwelling so high, and yet humbleth Himself to behold 
the things that are in heaven and earth. He taketh 
up the simple out of the dust, He lifteth up the poor 
out of the mire that He may set him with the princes,”’ 
“that he may be conformed to the Image of His 
Son,” the Prince of Peace. 


VI. WHATSOEVER = 
“Whatsoever He saith unto you do it.” 


I 


In a sermon or meditation we must ever be on the 
alert to hear the word that God has to say personally 
to us. Sermons must contain messages from God. 
“He that heareth you heareth Me,” therefore he 
that heareth you heareth ‘‘ these words of mine.” 
If the hearer prays that God will speak, and if he 
hearkens, then God will speak. 


II 


But not only must we “ hearken to what the Lord 
God will say concerning me,’”’ but we must see that 
the word spoken issues in conduct. ‘He that 
heareth these words of mine and doeth them,”’ this 
is the wise man. The foolish man on the other 
hand hears, but the word heard does not issue in 
conduct. The consequences in this last case are 
disastrous, The same thought is brought out in 

Cc 
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the collect for Easter Day. In this collect we 
pray that all the preaching of Lent may issue, in 
the power of the Risen Lord, in definite conduct. 

‘* We humbly beseech Thee, that, as by Thy special Grace 
preventing us Thou dost put into our minds good desires, 


so by Thy continual help we may bring the same to good 
effect.” 


III 


If, therefore, we are to make the best of this 
Devotional time we must seek to know what is the 
definite thing God means us to do. “Lord, what 
wouldst Thou have me todo?” Then let us appro- 
priate the command as ours by means of a definite 
“ Resolution.” 


IV 


Certain principles will be found helpful in this 
important part of meditations and sermons. 

(a) Let the resolution be definite, not vague and 
general. 

(b) Let it be positive rather than negative. For 
example, suppose a man feels he ought not to tell 
lies, it will be better to take a resolution to be truth- 
ful than to take one to avoid lying. 

(c) Try and find out what is the resolution which 
attacks the root difficulty in our character. We see 
this in the advice given by John the Baptist to 
those who came to them. They came, youremem- 
ber, asking just this question: ‘‘ What then must 
we do?” Evidently in the first example the Mis- 
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sioner is dealing with a selfish man. He suggests 
therefore that he try to do unselfish things. ‘‘ He 
that hath two coats, let him impart to him that 
hath none.’’ The same principle of attacking the 
root difficulty is adopted in the case of the publicans 
and the soldiers, and so the resolution is in each case 
different. 

(d) Our resolution must be an absolute surrender 
to His Will. ‘“‘ Whatsoever He saith unto you do it.” 
There must be no keeping back part of the price, 
there must be no hoping to see the face of the true 
Joseph by the policy of sending all, all but Benjamin. 
The sending of our “ Benjamin” is essential. So 
often we are tempted to take a resolution, but not 
the one He bids us take. 

(e) Our resolution, speaking generally, is best kept 
quite simple. It is very often some very ordinary 
thing He asks us to do. Think how simple to 
those to whom the word was given were such com- 
mands as ‘“‘ Launch out into the deep ’’—“‘ Let down 
your nets ’—“ Fill the waterpots with water.” 

(f) We may find that the resolution we are called 
to make now is not a new resolution. It possibly is 
an old one we have made in the past, and failed to 
keep. Well, perseverance is merely a series of new 
beginnings. 

(g) If, however, the word given us by our Lord 
is faithfully kept, then our life will be enriched in 
itself and be a source of greater blessing to others. 
All depends upon the faithfulness. The servants 
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“ filled them up to the brim.” Let us follow their 
thoroughness, and then we too shall find that the 
water of life has become wine, and wine of the best 
sort. 


THE SON THAT NEVER DID AMISS 
I. INTRODUCTION 


“Learn of Me.’’ 


i. Our Baptism 
HERE is no event in our lives about which 
the Church is so anxious to remind us as 
often as possible as our Baptism. It is to this end 
that Baptisms are to be administered at times 
“when the most number of people”’ are likely to 
be assembled. At the Baptismal Service we all are 
reminded that— 

“Baptism doth represent unto us our profession, which 
is to follow the example of our Saviour Christ and to be 
made like unto Him.” 

No subject can be so fruitful for our study then 
as the life and example of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


ii. The Life as revealed in the Death 

His word to us is “‘ Learn of Me.’”’ A good death 
is part of a good life. Here under the Cross we 
can learn how to live. But the Cross is no mere 
pattern, it is also the ‘‘ Tree of Life’’ and the “ wood 
of healing.”’ 
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As we watch this perfect life in its last hours on 
the Cross we learn two lessons. 

(a) We learn that our life has a threefold aspect. 
It looks around to our neighbour, it looks within, 
and it looks up to God. 

(6) Secondly, we learn from the seven words 
spoken on the Cross that this threefold aspect 
demands a threefold duty—towards our neighbour 
there must be self-sacrifice, towards ourselves self- 
control, and towards our God self-surrender. 

Let us like Moses of old go up to the Mount, 
and let us see the Vision, and hearken to the Voice. 
Then let us return to the dusty plains of life and 
seek to “make all things according to the pattern 
showed us in the Mount.” oy 


II. SELF-SACRIFICE 


“ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
‘“ To-day shalt thou be with Me in Paradise.” 
“Woman, behold, thy son. . . Behold, thy mother.” 


He told us that he that seeketh his life shall lose 
it, but he that loseth his life for a worthy end shall’ 
find it. Unselfishness and self-sacrifice for others 
is the way to love. Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
Because sacrifice is the way to love, therefore it is 
the way to life, ‘the fuller life’? for which we 
pant. The “economic man” of the Political 
Economist was an imaginary character whose one 
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motive was selfishness. All who seek to conform 
themselves to him help to make the social problems 
in our midst. For selfishness is unscientific, it is 
the way to death. 

On the Cross our Lord shows us not only the 
greatness of the sacrifice He is making for others, 
but also its all-embracingness. As the old Fathers 
used to say, “‘ He must die for the world on a Cross, 
because on a Cross His arms would be stretched to 
their utmost so as to include all men.”’ So we know 
that “‘all men move under a canopy of Love.” 


_ Therefore our sacrifice and love must go out to all, 


not only to the gentle but alsotothefroward. Letus 


learn from the first three utterances on the Cross 
‘ how this can be. 


i. Enemies 


Near the Cross there stood three groups of behold- 
ers. There were those who were in sympathy with 
Him, there were those who were in antipathy, and 
there were those who simply looked on with apathy. 
It was nothing to them. 

In the first word our Lord deals specially with 
His enemies. He keeps praying (imperfect tense) 


‘for them, saying, ‘‘ Father, forgive them, for they 


know not what they are doing.” 

Note how, as they wound, He prays; how Hewill 
not nurse any grudge— They ave doing.” And 
then see how He says the best that can be said, 
‘They know not what they are doing.” 
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We all have to deal with those who are in anti- 
pathy to us. We can treat no man as our brother 
against our will. But could we not do more to 
bring about brotherhood, or rather the realization 
of our brotherhood ? 

Three ways are suggested by our Lord. 

(a) Speak to God rather than to man about those 
we find it hard to love and forgive. 

(b) Do not let us brood over the wrongs done us. 
But when the angry unforgiving thought comes 
into our mind let us turn it out by prayer. ‘‘ They 
know not what they ave doing.’ With the injury 
came the prayer. How easily we can by brooding 
make mountains out of molehills. 

(c) Do let us learn to see the best in our enemies 
or those who are in antipathy to us. We generally 
have conned all their faults by rote. But the good— 
we often see nothing of that, and yet we do know 
that there is good in all. If we follow our Lord we 
too may be able some day to say with a holy man 
of old: “I do not know how it is, I suppose it is 
the way God has dealt with me, but to me it would 
have been much harder if God had said thou shalt 
NOT love thy enemies.” 


ii. Sinners 

Among all the sorts and conditions of men we 
come in touch with, there are some who are their 
own enemies through living in sin. We to whom 
the love of God is revealed must do our part to save 
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such. ‘‘ For the whole work of the whole Church is 
to bring the whole Gospel to the whole world.” 

Our Lord shows us something of how this can be 
done in His treatment of the robbers. 

There He is crucified in the midst of two men who 
apparently were about as hardened criminals as were 
to be found anywhere. He Who knew what was in 
man, knew what sort of men these were. How He 
must have desired that those who died with Him 
should share in the salvation that His death was to 
procure. 

Possibly it was the need of these men among 
others that led our Lord to refuse the narcotic wine, 
which the charity of ladies in Jerusalem provided for 
condemned men. His brain must be clear. 

If we are to be of service to sinners we must be 
ready to make real sacrifice in order to help them. 
What need there is on the part of all of us to remem- 
ber this truth. Workers fail, Churches are not built, 
Christ is not presented to men and women, and all 
because we will not make sacrifice. Perhaps of 
nothing more than some luxury, which is really 
harmful to us. 

With the sacrifice must go a life of prayer for 
others. He is able to save to the uttermost, because 
He ever liveth to make intercession. Examine our- 
selves in this matter of prayer for the conversion of 
sinners. The last thing which led to the penitent 
robber’s conversion was the example of Christ. 
Not merely that prayer for His enemies, but all the 
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bearing of his Fellow-sufferer led the robber to realize 
that only in Christ lay hope. The primary condition 
for all workers for God is to manifest Christ in their 
daily life by ‘‘ daily endeavouring ourselves to follow 
the blessed steps of His most holy life.’’ Let us 
ask ourselves— 

1. What sacrifice are we making for the saving of 
souls of men ? 

2. Are we earnestly praying about this ? 

3. Are we for the sake of these consecrating our- 
selves. 

4. Has any one been led to Christ through us 
during the last twelve months ? 

5. What opportunities might we have had for 
“Mission”? work if we had been more ready and 
unselfish ? 


ili. Relatives 

It sometimes happens that the most energetic 
worker for Missions does not manifest the Christian 
spirit of sacrifice to the home folk. This should not 
and need not be. It is true that the first command- 
ment is the first commandment, but our Lord shows 
us on the Cross how just because the first command- 
ment is the first, therefore there is room in our lives 
under all conditions for the fifth. If our homes are 
to be full of love and joy and peace, we must all 
cluster round the Cross of Jesus. We must each 
put the will of God before allelse. How hard it must 
have been for the Son to take the road that led to 
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the Cross, when He considered how it would hurt His 
mother. But Hedidnot waver. Neither must we. 

Further, we must each be making sacrifice for 
others. The marriage service gives us the secret 
forahappy home. For it is to be noticed that in the 
promises and vows each party gives all they have 
to give, neither makes any claim for themselves. 
Let us then examine our home life and see if as 
husband, or wife, parent or child, brother or sister, 
we are, especially in little things, making sacrifice 
one for another. It will all be so easy if we stand 
together at the foot of the Cross of Jesus. What 
a help in love for home folk is a regular and reverent 
observance of Family Prayer! Jesus on the Cross 
made “‘ His Will.” The clergy are told that it is 
their duty to remind men about the making of their 
wills, and that it is best not to leave such a matter 
to the last hours of life. 

“Tf the sick man hath not before disposed of his goods, 
let him then be admonished to make his Will, and to declare 
his debts, what he oweth, and what is owing unto him; for 
the better discharging of his conscience, and the quietness 
of his Executors. But men should often be put in remem- 


brance to take order for the settling of their temporal 
estates while they are in health.” 


III. SELF-CONTROL 


‘‘My God, My God, why didst Thou forsake Me ? ” 
Sle thirst: 


The test of education, weare told, is this: ‘‘ Can 
we do what we ought, when we ought, whether we 
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feel inclined to do so or no.’’ If this be so, then 
one qualification we must all possess is the power of 
self-control. First the control of the mind, and 
then control of the body. Nowhere do we find the 
power of self-control so exemplified as by our Lord 
on the Cross. 


i. The Mind 


For three long hours, during which there was a 
darkness over the land (which as a veil hid Him 
from those staring eyes, and those coarse jests) 
He was silent. And yet in that time He endured 
those ‘‘ unknown sufferings ’’ which at the close led 
to the awful cry, ‘“My God, My God, why didst 
Thou forsake Me? ”’ 

What mental anguish or strain could surpass 
those three hours! 

Mental breakdown is, we are told, on the increase. 
Life is getting more full of strain. The breakdown 
is due in some cases to direct sins of self-indulgence 
—in many, doubtless, to lack of training in self- 
control. 

If our minds are to stand the strain of modern life 
then we must— 

(a) Train our minds and develop them by feeding 
them in the right way on the right kind of food. 
On this one cannot do better than to quote certain 
rules suggested by ‘“‘ Lewis Carroll,’ in a little 
essay entitled Feeding the Mind (published by Chatto 
& Windus). 
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The author of Alice in Wonderland writes thus :— 


“1. Provide the proper kind of food for the mind. 

2. Provide this wholesome food in proper amount. 

3. Do not consume too many kinds ai once. 

4. Allow proper intervals between meal and meal. 

5. Just as bodily food must be masticated, so we must 
think over what we read.” 


(b) Much of the worry and bother of life, under 
the strain of which we go under, is exaggerated, if 
not created, by talking toomuch. Constant chatter- 
ing, for mere chattering’s sake, is weakening to the 
powers and control of the mind. Hence, if we would 
learn to bear the strains of life, do let us learn to keep 
more space for silence, and do let us learn to keep 
silence when things are not going quite as we wish. 
Grumbling at the weather, instead of learning to 
take things as they come, cannot make for strength 
of character. 

(c) Let us exercise our minds on the highest kind 
of mental exercise and the holiest, that is communion 
with God, in prayer. Only learn to pray, and then 
in the darkest hour, and under the heaviest strain, 
we shall not break, for we have cause to know 
that underneath are the everlasting arms of “ My 
God, My God.” 

Beware of letting any poisonous thought, such as 
thoughts of impurity, find a place in our minds. If 
we will not experiment on our bodies by taking 
poison just to see what a poison is like, do not let 
us experiment on our minds, If the book we are 
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reading sets our thoughts going in a wrong channel, 
stop reading the book. There are many poisonous 
books. 


ii. The Body 


The bodily sufferings of Crucifixion were of the 
very keenest, hence our word “ excruciate”’; and 
yet throughout all that agony only one word was 
spoken by our Lord to express “ the pain that He 
endured.” Just “I thirst.” 

We are learning more and more that the connection 
between the mind and the body is more intimate 
than we have always been accustomed to think. 
We are also learning that one of the best ways of 
controlling the body is through the mind. 

It is important therefore to have right thoughts 
about the body. > 

(a) First of all think much on the fact that the 
body is a holy thing, to behonoured. Holy because 
it is God’s creation, because the Son of God took 
a body, and holy because our bodies are temples of 
the Holy Ghost. 

Such considerations justify the words of a modern 
writer— 


“ Of all the religions of the world it is the religion of Jesus 
Christ alone which bids us ‘ glorify God’ in the body, 
that is to do His will in and by that glorious instrument 
which He has created and redeemed for His service”’ 
(J. H. Beibitz). 


(b) Because the body is holy, therefore all the 
desires of the body are holy and God implanted. 
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Those desires God will satisfy in His time, and in 
the way that is for the best life of the individual 
and the race. But the essential thing we need is 
to trust the Love of God, and to learn to control our 
bodies so that they may be more perfectly the instru- 
ments of the Spirit. 

Here we might examine ourselves about the duty 
of Fasting, which is a means of grace to help us 
acquire the self-control that is essential both to 
mind and body, if we are not to make shipwreck of 
our lives and of the lives of others. 

The need for the discipline of fasting is greater 
to-day than ever, because of the increase of pamper- 
ing to the body through luxury. 

“Give us Grace to use such abstinence that our flesh 
being subdued to the SPIRIT, we may ever obey Thy godly 
motions in righteousness and true holiness, to Thy honour 
and glory.” 

Again— 


“ Keep us both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in 
our souls; that we may be defended from all adversities 
which may hasten to the body, and from all evil thoughts 
which may assault and hurt the soul.” 


IV. SELF-SURRENDER 


“Tt is finished.” 
‘‘ Father, into Thy hands I commend My Spirit.” 
The perfect life is a life of uttermost self-sacrifice 
towards our fellow man, a life of complete control 
of mind and body, and lastly a life of self-surrender 
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to God: the life after which we strive at every 
communion. 

In the first five words from the Cross we have 
caught some glimpse of the first two aspects of life. 
In the last two let us consider the life of self-surrender 
to God. 


i, Self-surrender in Life 

(a) ‘‘ It is finished.” What? The work of life. 
“‘T have glorified Thee on earth, I have finished the 
work Thou gavest me to do.” God has a plan for 
every man. Toeach one his work. Seek to be fit 
for and to find the work which God has created us 
to do. The only position which is a good position 
is when we are at the work God has called us to do. 
The work may be active, “Going about doing 
good,” or it may be passive; it may be, like our 
Lord, we are nailed to a cross of helpless suffering. 
But if we “do this”’ well, then we are really 
helping. For this suffering is part of our work. 

“Whoever acts from the influence of divine grace and 
with the sole view of pleasing God, is indifferent as to what 
he is employed in; or if he is bent upon anything in parti- 
cular the manner and time of doing it is entirely submitted 
to Providence, being perfectly resigned, whatever success 
attends his undertakings, having nothing at heart but the 
accomplishment of the divine will.” 

(6b) Every Christian must work in the power of 
the Holy Spirit, at the work to which God has called 
him. The test that God has called us to a work is 
this: Is it for His greater glory? Does it hasten 
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the coming of the Kingdom of Righteousness ? 
Does it benefit my fellow men? 

(c) The work that God gives us to do will have 
on it the mark of the Cross. There will be connected 
with it some limiting conditions. There will be 
times when we shall be tempted to come down from 
the Cross, in order as we think to “‘ save ourselves.’’ 
But this will only make matters worse. To lose 
for His sake is the only sure way to gain. 

(d) ‘‘ All service ranks the same with God: 

If now, as formerly He trod 

Paradise, His presence fills 

Our earth; each only as God wills 

Can work—God’s puppets, best and worst, 
Are we: there is no last nor first.” 

The man who has found and is doing faithfully 
and prayerfully the work God has entrusted him to 
do, will be just the man to appreciate the true work 
of others. We are to express our appreciation by 
honouring the man, because he is doing God’s work. 
(Snobbishness can have no place in the minds of 
true Christians.) By thanking those who benefit us 
by their labour, be it labour of hand, or head, or 
heart. It used to be a custom (and may still be) in 
Uganda to express thanks to the man who was break- 
ing stones by the roadside, etc.: “‘ Many thanks, 
welldone.” If only we could do the same in England 
would it not be easier to settle all disputes, etc. 
“Many thanks,’ for all true work benefits me. 
“Well done,” I appreciate all good work. 

But our appreciation of the work of others is 
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not complete till we have given our work in return 
for theirs, by paying promptly and willingly a living 
wage to those who work for us, and by using our 
political responsibilities to procure for all fair and 
right conditions of work. 

Am I doing the work God means me to do in life ? 
Am I doing it in the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
as a means of bringing about the Kingdom ? 

Am I appreciating as I ought the work of others ? 

Then there is for me a “ Well done” which will 
atone for all the struggle and suffering, and sacrifice 
of life. 


ii. Self-Surrender in Death 


The last word from the Cross, “‘ Father, into Thy 
hands I commend My Spirit,” was part of a Jewish 
boy’s evening prayer. So it often is, the things that 
hold us in the greatest crisis of life are the things 
we learnt from our mothers. Note the “ Father,” 
the sufferings have not changed the love. What is 
this death which we so fear, is it not a “‘ going home.” 
“T like to think” (writes Bishop King of Lincoln), 
“T like to think of death as a garden gate leading 
into Paradise, which is the garden of God. There 
all is bright and happy.” 

Pray so to work the work of life, so, by doing Him 
service, to come to see His face, that when the hour 
of death comes to us, or ours, we may willingly 
surrender ourselves, and ours, into the safe keeping 
of the Father, 
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THE PRODIGAL SON 
I. LOVE 


“How many hired servants of my father’s have bread 
enough and to spare.’’—Parable of the Prodigal Son. 


“ Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest NOTHING 
that Thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of ALL 
them that are penitent.”—Ash Wednesday Collect. 

UR main purpose to-day is Prayer. Prayer 
in its simplest definition is ‘‘ Conversation 
with God.’’ I wish in the short addresses to do 
little more than suggest subjects of conversation. 
This is often done most usefully by clustering our 
thoughts round some very familiar passage of 
Scripture. I suggest for our passage to-day the 
parable of the Prodigal Son, and we will take it in 
connection with the collect for Ash Wednesday—the 
collect which is ordered to be said many more times 
than that for any other Sunday or Holy Day. 


i. God’s First Question 

Lent is to a very large extent to be spent in making 
a serious effort to answer, each one for himself, the 
first question asked by God of man: “ Where art 


thou ?”’ 
41 
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The surest way to get at the true answer is to 
begin with the thought of God’s love for us. Only 
let us realize what God is to us and we shall soon see, 
as we have never seen before, where we stand in 
relation to Him. 

It was so with the Prodigal. ‘‘ When he came 
to himself he said, how many hired servants of my 
father have bread enough and to spare.” This 
realization of the character of the father was the 
great crisis in the conversion of the son. 

Our prayer of Lent begins with the thought of the 
love of the Father: “‘ Almighty and everlasting 
God, Who hatest nothing that Thou hast made, 
and dost forgive the sins of all them that are peni- 
tent.” 


a7 


ii. The Love of God 

In the love of the father for the two sons our 
Lord desires us to see something of the Love of 
God for us. 

Meditate therefore on the following points. 

(a) The love is based on the relationship of the 
children to the father, and not on anything that 
the children have done. The children are merely 
in a position of receivers of the bounty of the father. 
All that is asked of them is a life of “‘ correspondence’”’ 
or obedience. 

(b) The love will never give upthesons. ‘‘ Having 
loved His own. . . . He loved them to the utter- 
most.” And there is nothing that will not be given 
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up or done for the sons. Picture the father daily 
watching for the return, his running, his kissing, his 
orders for the servants to bring forth quickly the 
best robe. Of the love of God it is true to say it 
“alters not when it alteration finds.” 

(c) The Love desires not only the response of love 
but desires that there should be mutual love between 
the brothers. One of the tests that we are respond- 
ing to and realizing, the love of God, is just this 
love for the brethren. ‘‘ By this shall all men 
know that ye are My disciples if ye have love one 
for another.’’ And not only are the sons to love 
one another but they are to love one another with 
the same kind of love that the Father loves them : 
“A new commandment I give unto you, that ye 
love one another even as I have loved you.” 

Our Creed expresses this threefold thought 
about love by teaching us “that the Father out 
of love creates, the Son out of love redeems, the 
Holy Spirit out of love unites us in fellowship.’’ 


iii. The Realization of Love 


(a2) Theson in the home did not realize the love of 
the father, hence all his failure and sin. In the far 
‘country the realization led to quite a different line 
of conduct. By faith are ye saved. 

Quiet meditation was what made the son realize 
the love of the father. Meditation has a great part to 
play in love. We see it in the conduct of the lover 
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(in the popular use of the word). Always his mind 
is going over some action or some word or some 
characteristic of the girl he loves, and each “‘ medi- 
tation ’’ develops his love, and his longing. 

(0) But we say the earthly lover is near by, and 
can see and hear and know. God seems so far away, 
and it is so difficult to grasp His love. This may 
be so, though “ nearer is He than hands and feet.” 

But there are certain simple facts of life which 
have no other explanation but that they are God’s 
gifts. Let us thank God for them, realize it was 
His love gave us these gifts, and we shall rise from 
one thing to another to know more and more the 
God Who is love. 

“We thank Thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life.” Think out in 
detail what creation, preservation, and all the 
blessings of this life are to you and you will soon 
have much to thank God, much to lead you to believe 
that God is love. Then if our life answers to our 
love we shall rise to an appreciation of the fact that 
there are greater gifts than these, there is above all 
the inestimable love in the redemption of the world 
by our Lord Jesus Christ, the means of Grace, the 
hope of Glory. Note how the two sets are in threes. 
There is a sort of balance between creation and 
redemption, means of grace and preservation, all 
the blessings of this life and the hope of glory. 

(c) If we are to grow in love and grow to know 
more of the love of God for us we must live a life of 
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obedience to the will of God, and above all an 
obedience which is ready to make sacrifice. If we 
do not make sacrifice we shall never know that God 
is love. And in all sacrifice let us never feel there 
is any loss, for the reward of life is not the possession 
of any gifts, but God Himself. How often we fail 
to be true to love and therefore to know love because 
we are afraid. 

“ Lest having Him I should have naught beside.”’ 

Whereas having we Him we have all. 

The growth of love is gradual, therefore there are 
many degrees of love. The essential thing is that 
our love for God should be growing. It is a terrible 
thing to look back upon a first love—that was a 
bigger thing than the love we are capable of now. 


If. SIN 


“ The younger son gathered att together and took his 
journey into a FAR country.’’—Parable of the Prodigal Son. 


“ The sins of ALL.”? ‘‘ OuR sins and our wretchedness.” 
—Ash Wednesday Collect. 


‘“‘ Life is the ordered response to the upward call 
of God.” Failure to respond is Sin. 

The three great words of Lent are: Love, Sin, and 
Forgiveness. We have considered Love, let us now 
try to meditate on Sin. Nowhere can be better 
seen what sin is and does than by the study of the 
character of the Prodigal Son. 
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i. The Claim 


The son is led to doubt the love of the father. 
He argues that it is because the father does not 
love him that this rule is made, that plan is frustrated. 
The life of dependence becomes irksome. A claim is 
set up for some independence. “‘ Give me the por- 
tion of thy substance that falleth to me.’”” Much to 
the surprise of the son the claim is allowed. He 
finds he can be to some extent independent. Not 
many days after the desire comes over him to be 
quite independent of the old home. So he gathers 
ALL together. We can imagine an old servant 
coming up during the process of packing and sug- 
gesting that there is no need to take ‘‘ ALL,”’ and the 
young man answering with a laugh that he had 
done with the whole of this kind of life, and he was 
never coming back again. 

All that is ‘‘ gathered” is wasted with riotous 
living in a far country. 

Sin begins in selfish claims, and soon leads to the 
“far country.’”’ What a lesson of warning. Once 
we deliberately take a wrong step, there is no know- 
ing where it will stop. 


li. The Next Step 

After all was spent there came a famine. The 
kind of life that sin leads us into is a life which cannot 
satisfy, and those with whom we sin cannot satisfy. 
What is to happen ? 
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Have we considered how in the parable our 
Lord does not send the son back, ‘‘ when all is 
spent ”’ ? 

The son possibly began to realize that he had 
made some mistake, but he is too proud to consider 
the possibility of returning. Perhaps he hopes that 
somehow things will right themselves. Or he 
imagines that if he can hold out a bit longer a more 
favourable set of circumstances will arise which 
will make return less humiliating. So he forgets 
what we all forget that, ‘“‘ Now is the day of salva- 
tion.’”’ However hard it may be to return to-day, 
it will never be easier. Is that not one of the lessons 
we are to learn by the son putting off, and joining 
himself to a citizen of that country, and being sent 
by his new master to feed swine? Consider how 
much harder all has become, the clothes more shabby, 
the body more weak, the character more degraded. 


ili. Ourselves 

Nothing is so easy as to see the sins of others; 
nothing is so difficult as to see our own sins. The 
purpose of the Bible showing us the sins of others 
is that we may see our own. Let us in the quiet 
time go over point by point this analysis of the sin 
’ of the Prodigal Son. 

Let us ask ourselves some such questions as the 
following — 

1. Am I seeking in any matter to be independent 
of God? 
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2. Am I careless about the needs or the rights of 
others—in short am I selfish ? 

3. Am I putting off to a more convenient day the 
life of conversion to which the Holy Spirit is calling 
me ? 

Pride has led me into sin ; to return from this “ far 
country ’’ I must pass through the valley of humilia- 
tion. Nothing can absolve me from this. 


III. FORGIVENESS 


““While he was yet Arar off, his father saw him, and 
was moved with compassion, and RAN and fell on his neck, 
and kissed him much. . . . The father said to his servants, 
Bring forth QuiIcKLy the best robe, and put it on him; and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet : and bring the 
fatted calf, and kill it, and let us eat and make merry... .” 
—Pavrable of the Prodigal Son. 


“Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we 
worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 
wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, 
perfect remission and forgiveness.” —A sh Wednesday Collect. 


The realization of our life has possibly revealed 
to us something of our sins. We know that sin 
separates us from God, and that because He has 
made us for Himself our hearts cannot rest, till they 
rest in Him. 

But if the sinner is to realize this rest there must 
be forgiveness. Lent is an opportunity in which 
we are to learn how much God desires to forgive, 
and what is necessary on our part to appropriate the 
gift of pardon. 
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i. God wants to Forgive 


“Who does forgive the sins of ALL them that are 
penitent.’’ ‘“‘ While he was yet a great way off his 
father saw him, and was moved with compassion, 
and ran,”’ etc. 


Not only does He want to forgive, but He is ever 


working and watching for the opportunities to 
enable Him to forgive. 


“T fled Him, down the nights and down the days ; 
I fled Him down the arches of the years ; 
I fied Him, down the labyrinthine ways 
Of my own mind; and in the mist of tears 
I hid from Him, and under running laughter. 
Up vistaed hopes, I sped ; 
And shot, precipitated, 
Adown Titanic glooms of chasméd fears, 
From those strong feet that followed, followed after. 


But with unhurrying chase, 
And unperturbed pace, 
Deliberate speed, majestic instancy, 
They beat—and a Voice beat 
More instant than the Feet— 
All things betray thee, who betrayest Me.” 


But it is no easy thing this forgiveness. Even 
- God Himself cannot forgive the unforgiveable. 
So we who believe that HE will forgive the sins of 
all, go on toask Him “ to create and make in us new 
and contrite hearts.” 
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ii. Penitence 


That which moves us to penitence is the realiza- 
tion of the love of the Father. The Cross forms the 
main subject of our Lenten preaching, because the 
Cross is the manifestation in power of the love of 
God. It was the thought of the Father’s love that 
led the son in the parable back. ‘‘ How many hired 
servants of my father have bread enough, and to 
spare.” 

“T will arise and go to my father, and will say 
unto him, Father, I have sinned.’ We on our 
part must manifest our penitence; disowning our 
sins by owning to them. 

There must be confession of sin. And there must 


be some kind of amendment of life. ‘‘ He arose 
and came.” ‘‘ Make me as one of thy hired ser- 
vants.”’ 


The smallest sign of response to the call to better 
things enables God to come out to us. “ While 
he was yet a great way off, his father saw him.” 
Then, if we will but follow humbly in the way he 
guides us and supports us along, He will grant us 
perfect remission and forgiveness. That is, there 
will be once again the life of restored fellowship. 
Only the Remission does not mean always the letting 
off of the consequences of our sins. Nay, true peni- 
tence does not ask to be let off. ‘‘ We indeed justly.”’ 
““ Make me as one of thy hired servants.” 

God’s response to our penitence reveals to us 
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more and more of His love, and this leads us to a 
deeper penitence. The son among the pigs in the 
far country was sorry, but that sorrow was nothing 
to the sorrow when he was in the father’s arms, and 
when he sat at the feast. Each new expression of 
love only showed him how great had been the hurt 
done to love through sin. It is this same sort of 
experience that led St. Paul to speak of himself at 
the end of his life and say, ‘‘I Am the chief ’’ of sinners. 


iii. Opportunity 

This Lent, for which this Quiet Day is a prelimin- 
ary preparation, is a great opportunity. We, like 
Bartimeus, are told that ‘‘ Jesus of Nazareth passeth 
by.” Let us, like him, buy up the opportunity. 
Let us cry out of our realized need. Let us cast 
away the rags, which we, in our blindness, have 
thought of so great value, but which seem now to be 
somewhat of a hindrance in getting to Him; let us 
receive our sight, and then let us ‘‘ Follow Jesus 
in the Way.” 


THE DISCOVERER 
I. HIS CALL 


“Come and ye shall see.” 


Read St. John 1. 35-42 


OLD in your hand one single grain of mustard 
seed. Consider how small a thing it is. 
How easily it could be neglected, and how hard it 
would be to find it again if it were lost. Then think 
how if it is carefully used it has in it the possibilities 
of becoming the greatest ofherbs. This Quiet Day 
seems a very small affair, the addresses are not likely 
to be startling, and yet may there not be in all this 
apparent insignificance some great purpose of God. 
From this may spring results which will seem out of 
all proportion to the apparent doings of to-day. 


i. ‘“‘ Heard and Followed”’ 


John the Baptist has led men to realize their sins. 
The sense of the burden leads to men desiring 
deliverance. Two such, Andrew and most probably 
John the Evangelist, are standing with the Baptist 
one day. Presently there appears Jesus. John says 
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to those beside him: ‘Lo, the Lamb of God.” 
The words were hardly uttered before John (was he 
not impetuous) and Andrew followed. Then Jesus 
turned. They see His face. Meditate on that 
first look. May not that moment have been one of 
“Love at first sight”? : as the heart of Jonathan 
and David sprang together, so may not the heart 
of John and Andrew been knit to the heart of Jesus 
at that very first glance. The look is followed by 
the question: ‘“‘ What seek ye?’’ They tell Him. 
He answers : ““ Come and yeshallsee.” They follow. 
They abode with Him that day. 


ii. Result of the Quiet Day 


The first result of that Quiet Day was that Andrew 
and John were able tosay out of their own personal 
experience: ‘“‘ We have found Him.’ No invention 
of man has had such an effect on the destiny of the 
world as this invention of these two men. That 
Quiet Day changed the whole history of the world. 
On that day was laid the first stones in the great 
building of the Church. But Jesus Chist is the same 
yesterday, to-day, and for ever. For all we know 
to-day may have possibilities just as great. Be on 
the alert, hearken diligently, obey faithfully. 
Learn also how great care we must take about little 
things. It is the use we make of little things 
that generally determines our character and our 
destiny. 


54 


FREE BONDMEN 


iti. The Lamb of God 


He is the Lamb of God because— 


I. He is the Lamb Whom God provides. 
Think of the old man and the lad going up the 
mountain. Hear the lad’s question, “‘ Where 
is the Lamb?” In broken voice the Father 
replies, ‘‘ God will provide Himself a Lamb.” 
This He did when His only begotten Son died 
on the Cross. 

2. He isthe Lamb of God’s providing because 
He is without sin. That is, not once in all that 
wondrous life did He in any matter fail to corre- 
spond in thought and word and deed with the 
will of the Father. 

3. He is the Lamb of God, Who, because He 
would do the will of God in a world of sin, had 
to suffer. But through that suffering He is 
able to save the world. The suffering came 
from His enemies, because they were so bad, 
and it came from Himself, because He was so 
good. No one could have felt the awfulness of 
sin, and no one could haveso sorrowed for sin 
as the One Who was sinless. But that sorrow 
and that suffering can avail for our salvation. 
For He who endured had first of all made 
Himself one with us, through the Incarnation. 
Hence His life affects our life. ‘‘ Ifone member 
suffer all the members suffer.” Only we must 
by faith surrender ourselves to Him, and make 
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ourselves one with Him. For the Cross cannot 
avail for us except it avail in us. Christ with 
us, Christ for us, and Christ in us: Example, 
Atonement, Indwelling. 

The Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the 
world. The personal need of deliverance led these 
two men to Christ. Have we any experience in our- 
selves of forgiveness? Have we found Him as the 
Lamb of God? Is there any need or burden press- 
ing on our consciences to-day from which we need 
to be set free ? 

If we come “ bringing all our burden, sorrow, sin 
and care,’ then He will ‘‘show us His beautiful 
face.’”’ How close He is to us, and how real a 
thing are our prayers, and communions, and Bible 
reading when we have come truly to the Cross with 
our sins! All we need to experience this, is just 
to be true to-day to the light He gives. 


iv. What seek ye? 


If we are to live truly we must have a single 
and true aim in life,and we must exert every nerve 
and buy up every opportunity to attain what we 
aimat. The aim of Andrew and John was to “ abide 
with Him.” It was gained by taking a step at a 
time. They learnt as the years went on that to 
abide in Christ ‘‘they must follow the Lamb, 
whithersoever He goeth.”” There must be no stop- 
ping, no resting satisfied with any standard we have 
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attained; but the aim must not alter, it is ‘“‘ Jesus 
only.” 

Note too His words, not ‘“‘ come and see,” but 
“come, and ye shall see.” Through the coming 
there will follow the seeing. The truth of Christi- 
anity is gained bit by bit as we live the Christian life. 
What else should we expect when we remember the 
purpose of the truth is to guide and develop life, 
not to satisfy the vague questionings of the mere 
student of a system. 

Let us pray— 

(a) To use our opportunity. 

(0) To know Christ as Saviour. 

(c) To see and take the next step. 


IJ. HIS CHARACTER 
‘We shall be like Him.” 


Contemplate your Baptism. Picture the scene 
at the font. See your godparents standing round. 
At that service you are the most important person, 
and at that service occurred the most important 
event of your life. You must never forget your 
Baptism. You must ever be thanking God that 
“He hath called you to this state of salvation.” 
And you must ever remember what is expected of 
the Baptized— 

“ Remembering always that Baptism doth represent 


unto us our profession ; which is to follow the example of 
our Saviour Christ and to be made like unto Him ; that as He 


THE DISCOVERER 57 


died and rose again for us, so should we, who are baptized, 
die from sin, and rise again unto righteousness ; continually 
mortifying all our evil and corrupt affections, and daily 
proceeding in all virtue and godliness of living.” 


Union with Christ is to lead to likeness to Christ. 


i. The Character of Andrew. 


Three virtues are specially marked in St. Andrew. 

(a) Andrew was possessed of exceptional COURAGE. 
What a great deal of courage it must have needed to 
be the first to follow Jesus. Even now, when so 
many can testify as to what Jesus has proved Him- 
self to be to them, it is not easy. And many fail 
for lack of courage. What must it have been to be 
the first to follow. . 

Then Andrew goes first of all to his brother, and 
tells him of the new discovery. How often one’s 
own folk are the most ready to laugh at our new 
ideas. When the problem of feeding the 5,000 had 
to be faced Andrew had the courage to at least 
count the loaves and to make the suggestion about 
the lad. 

The bringing of the Greeks to Jesus at the feast 
was another innovation. All innovations demand 
courage. 

(6) Andrew was humble. 

It must have required a good deal of humility to 
see Peter put in front of himself. For was not 
Peter his junior in the school of Christ. 

When the Greeks come to Philip, Philip brings 
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them to Andrew and “ Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. 
A proud, vain man would have suggested that there 
was no need of Philip coming. He would do the 
whole of the rest of the business himself.” 

(c) Andrew was a sympathetic man. 

Meditate on his sympathy to Peter, to the Greeks, 
to Philip, a fellow-townsman. Only a man of keen 
sympathy could have dealt so tactfully with these 
men. 


ii. Like Him 

In the Master is to be found all these three char- 
acteristics. 

(a) Courage. No one has shown finer or greater 
courage than Jesus. The fact that our highest 
award “for valour” is a cross is proof that the 
world is impressed by His courage. 

(6) Humility. Learn of Me, for I am meek and 
lowly. 

(c) Sympathy. Here is the distinguishing mark 
of that perfect life. Think of His sympathy for 
children, the sick, the sinful, the hungry, the wedding 
party at Cana. 


ili. Ourselves 

(a) Courage. Are we brave enough in going against 
some social custom, which the teaching of Christ 
clearly condemns? Do we, when we see clearly 
some new light, follow it even though we have to go 
alone? Is it not lack of courage that keeps us 
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from leading others, especially others in our set or 
family to Christ ? 

(6) Humility. Walf our cowardice is due to our 
lack of humility. 

The divisions among Church workers and clergy 
are often merely symptoms of the lack of humility. 
Think how put out we may easily be if we had to 
experience our spiritual child becoming our superior. 
Examine yourself on this matter of humility. Re- 
member that humility is just the truth. And what 
is the truth? Just this. ‘‘ All we have, we have 
received from God,” therefore there is nothing to 
be vain and conceited about. Humility is the base 
of all spiritual growth. 

“For as God in the beginning created our first parent 
out of nothing, so He continues to build all spiritual edifices 
on this confessed truth, that of ourselves we are nothing. 
Consequently the more we humble ourselves, the higher 
the building rises ; and in proportion as we sink and reach 
the depth of our nothingness, the Sovereign Architect lays 
on the solid stones employed in rearing the structure. . . 
Whoever desires to honour the divine Majesty, must despise 
himself, and wish the same treatment from others. Humble 
yourself before every one, lay yourself at the feet of the 
whole world, if you are willing that God should be glorified 
in you, and you in Him” (Spiritual Combat). 

(c) Sympathy, Love. How do these shine out in 
our life. Examine our home life, our life as a citizen, 
our work in missions. Is there sympathy, is this 
sympathy expressed in sacrifice and forbearance ? 

Commune with Him about those words “ Like - 
Him.” Pray to see what is amiss, and then strive 


60 FREE BONDMEN 


to ‘‘ Follow in His steps.’’ This will require a 
“Daily proceeding.”’ 


III. HIS WORK 


‘“‘ His servants shall do Him service and they shall see His 
Face.” 

Contemplate the woman with the three measures 
of meal. See her put in the leaven. Watch the 
leaven gradually working till all is leavened. 

Christ is to permeate the whole of human nature 
and all men. 

Think of the three measures as representing the 
body, the soul, and spirit of man. 

Then again think of the three measures as re- 
presenting the three divisions of mankind into men, 
women and children. 

Picture the day when all the world shall have 
heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

We must be, in order that others may become. 
We are in the world to help God. 


i. The Work of Andrew 

Our Blessed Lord chooses Andrew to be His 
helper. 

(a) Think first of how all his past life asa fisher- 
man was, though he knew it not,a preparation for 
his future work. See some of the things a fisherman 
must possess if he is to succeed. Andrew would 
have learnt from his work— 

1. Patient courage. 
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2. The need and importance of keeping one’s 
self in the background. 

3. How to attract. 

4. How to work in co-operation with others. 

(0) Our Lord comes and calls this man to use all 
these same gifts from a different motive and for a 
different end. Not for self but for God; not for 
death but for life. The call involves sacrifice. And 
continuous sacrifice. If we would be used we must 
respond to each call as it comes. 

(c) Consider some of the spheres of the work of 
Andrew. ‘‘ The three measures.” 

The heart of man. Brings Peter to Jesus. The 
one whois specially bound to him by ties of affection. 

The body of man. The feeding of the 5,000 is 
surely an indication of the duty of the Church to 
offer some solution to the problem of “ Bread ’”’ 
which is the simplest form of the social question. 
Note how Andrew had to be reminded about the 
work. There was a desire on the part of some not 
to touch the problem. 

The mind of man. The Greeks would represent 
the intellectual side of human nature. It is not 
straining the meaning to think of Andrew helping 
these men in their intellectual needs. So the man 
who is wholly given to Christ finds in the Gospel 
means for helping the whole nature of man. No 
matter what the work, the end was always the same 
to bring souls into fellowship with Jesus. ‘‘ He 
brought him unto Jesus.” 
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ii. Our Work 


(a) We too are called to “help Jesus.”’ All our 
Baptismal privileges and experiences are to fit us 
for this life of “‘ service.” The work of the ministerial 
priesthood is to fit the whole Church to do the work 
of bringing the whole gospel to the whole world. He 
gave some to be apostles, etc., “for the perfecting 
of the saints unto the work of ministering.” 

(6) The qualifications for our work— 

i. We must be with Jesus. 

2. We must go where He appoints. 

3. We must have the sympathy that can attract 
and co-operate. 

4. We must increase in humility, and possess a 
patient courage. 

All will follow if we are 
of prayer. 

(c) The spheres of our work— 

1. At home among our own set. 

2. In the city or state. 

3. In the Church. 

Because we have these privileges of home, of 
Church and of citizenship, we must take our proper 
place and part in political, social and missionary 
problems. We cannot stand outside any, as if it 
were not our affair. The one thing we aim at in all 
is the bringing about the Kingdom of God. There 


c ’ 


‘with Jesus’”’ in a life 


1 See also The Prayer Book in the Parish, pp. 30-38, 
and 53-5% 
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must be no ceasing till all the kings of the earth do 
bring their glory into the Holy City. 
Am I doing my part in the work of helping Jesus ? 
Is He at this moment calling me to some new work? 


IV. HIS FELLOW-WORKERS 


““We know that we have passed out of death into life 
because we love the brethren.” 4 

Contemplate the kings of the earth entering the 
Holy City, the New Jerusalem. Think of the very 
great variety of races and individuals. Yet the 
city will be a united city. 

In the same book in which we are told of the city 
we are told that “To him that overcometh . . . I 
will give a white stone, and upon the stone a new 
name written which no one knoweth but he that 
receiveth it.” 

There is to be in each of us a distinct and special 
individual character, but all this variety is to be in 
a wondrous unity. 

Through a Catholic fellowship we are to come to 
realize our new name, our essential and peculiar 
likeness to Jesus. 

Read carefully St. Luke vi. 12-16. 


i. All Sorts and Conditions of Men 


Our Lord does not call us to be alone or to work 
alone. He calls us to live a life of fellowship with 
others. 
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That Andrew found himself living in very close 
contact with a very varied set of men was no acci- 
dent. For the choice of the twelve was made after 
long prayer, and in the most deliberate manner. 
Consider the “ fellow-workers.”” There was John, 
the sharer of the spiritual experience of that Quiet 
Day. There was Peter, the spiritual child, who 
became the leader. In contrast to Peter there was 
Thomas, the man who would be a sort of ‘ wet 
blanket ’’ on the brilliant schemes of a Peter, the 
man who was to some extent afraid of the new. 
Then we have Matthew the Publican, and Simon 
the Zealot, the men who probably were utterly 
opposed to one another on political questions of the 
day. Simon was the man who was eager for the 
independence of his people from the Roman yoke. 
Matthew, on the other hand, was more likely to be 
satisfied with the imperial policy of Rome. 

There must be these all sorts and conditions in 
the Church, because only through the variety can 
the work be done. 

(a) Each one, because he is different to the rest, 
in a special way represents and expresses the char- 
acter of Christ. 

(0) Each ina special way will bring out some truth 
of the Gospel. And when he brings it out, then it 
can be appropriated by the rest. We are told, for 
example, that we shall not understand St. John’s 
Gospel till India is Christian. 

(c) Each one, because different to the rest, will 
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do the work that no one else can do, and will help 
souls that no one else can help. 

By all means cling to and develop the special 
characteristics we possess. Do not be mere copies, 
be the original that God has created you to be. 

ii. “‘ That they may all be one”’ 

All are to work in a fellowship of the Holy Ghost. 
Without this fellowship the world cannot be won. 
Our character is developed by all the discipline 
that is needed to enable us to live in love with all 
men. 


ill. ‘‘ That the World may Believe”’ 
The sphere of work is only limited by the world. 


_“ The whole work of the whole Church is to bring the 


whole gospel to the whole world.” Every step in 
this work enriches the workers through whom it is 
wrought. Missionary work is not solely for the good 
of the heathen, it is also a way whereby we each 
shall possess Christ more completely. For the 
kings of the earth do bring their “ glory ” into the 
city. 

1. Each nation will bring out special aspects of 
the complete character of Christ. 

2. Each will bring out hidden depths of the 
teaching and words of Christ. 








zr. Am I realizing that the “all sorts of men” I 
am mixed up with in the Church are in touch with 
me, because He has willed it ? 
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2. Am I striving to live in unity with them ? It is 
often so difficult. 

3. Am I working with them or am I doing the one 
thing which above all things hinders the coming 
of the Kingdom, working apart from my fellows? 


THE ROCK MAN 
I. THE CAUTION 


“ Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, until thou 
shalt thrice deny that thou knowest Me.” 


‘« 


2 O love is the perfect of the verb to live.” 

The whole of religion therefore is to make 
us capable of love. Our love is never satisfied till 
it centres on God. ‘‘ Thou O God hast made us for 
Thyself and our hearts cannot rest till they rest 
in Thee.”’ To enter into this rest of God we must 
be ever becoming more and more like our Lord, and 
we must ever be choosing the Will of God. But 
just because life is love, we have (within certain 
limits) the power of choice. And we who are made 
to love the Highest, find all around us all sorts of 
apparent attractions, tempting us to give our love 
to something less than, or apart from, God. This 
is the world—society organizing itself apart from 
God. 


i. Renounce the World 


We are to renounce the world. Our life that is 


must be God-centred. The worldly man, just be- 
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cause he does not put “‘ God first,’”’ has to put him- 
self first; this makes him selfish. Or he puts others 
first, and this makes him a coward; unable to be 
in the “ right with two or three.”” The world hates 
Jesus, and all who would follow Him. It manifests 
its hatred by open persecution, by cold contempt, or, 
worst of all, by a patronizing attempt to debase 
the Christian standard. The temptation to this 
last form of worldliness may come from one who 
loves us. Recall St. Peter trying out of love to turn 
our Lord from the Cross. How hard too seems to 
be our Lord’s reply : ‘‘ Get thee behind me, Satan.” 


ii. “‘ Watch and Pray”’ 

Picture the first meeting of Jesus and Simon. 
Think of that searching look, and the words that 
followed :!“ Jesus looked upon him, and said, Thou 
art Simon ’—the man who is easily moved. But 
through all that you will learn and receive from 
and in Me, ‘‘ Thou shalt be Peter ’’ —the rock man. 
The promise was fulfilled, but it was a very up and 
ye road by which St. Peter achieved it, for the 

“world” was his great difficulty., 

"In the garden the yeEnIDE is given, and the order 
goes out “‘ watch and pray.” Keep awake, do not 
allow yourself to be entangled in anything. Keep 
on the alert, and likea good sentry challenge every- 
thing. The worst enemy may slip in, under the 
most friendly guise. And then ‘“ Pray.” True 
prayer gives a man calmness, insight and strength. 
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iii. “‘ Yet will not I” 

The caution was given, but it fell on unheeding 
ears. Instead of preparing for the coming conflict 
Peter does three things most fatal to victory. 

(a) Peter was proud. The pride manifests itself 
in making himself the “exception”: ‘‘ Although 
all shall be offended, yet will not I.” But pride 
prepares the way for a fall. Humility is the only 
safe way. ‘“‘Let him that thinketh he standeth 
take heed.” 

Are we making ourselves exceptions ? Do we feel 
that we need not “ watch and pray,” like others? Do 
we allow ourselves in dangers, without good cause, 
which we know would be fraught with serious risk 
to others? For example, do we allow ourselves 
to read a book which we are told is not altogether 
a helpful book? And do we persuade ourselves that 
though we should not allow our friend to read it, it 
cannot harm us? The only safe “exception ’”’ to 
make is the exception made by the publican in the 
temple: ‘‘ God be merciful to me THE sinner.” 

(b) Peter gave way to sloth. Sloth is the sin of not 
doing at the moment the duty of the moment. 
“The street of By and By leads to the town of 
Never.” Sloth is a deadly sin. It.is the advance 
guard, which is followed by other sins. All David’s 
great fall sprang from the sin of sloth. “It came 
to pass at the time when kings go forth to battle, 
David sent Joab... But David tarried still at 
Jerusalem,” 
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How do we stand in this matter ? 

(c) Peter neglected to pray. How is it with us? 
“No one ever fell away from God and their own 
happiness till they gave up the habit of private 
prayer.” 

In illustration of what we have just considered, 
it might be well to compare three extracts from the 
first Epistle of St. Peter, the advice of a man who 
knows, from bitter experience, what he is talking 
about. 

1. “‘ Gird yourselves with humility.” 

2. “‘Girding up the loins of your mind.” 

3. “Be sober unto prayer.” 

Let us examine ourselves about these three points. 
Are we “‘‘renouncing the world’? We must, for 
the friendship with the world is enmity with God. 

Are we giving way to any form of pride? 

Are we “ watching and praying ”’ ? : 


Il, THE CONFLICT 

“Peter followed afar off. And when they had kindled 
a fire in the midst of the court, and had sat down together, 
Peter sat in the midst of them.” 

The purpose of Christ for each of us is to make 
us what we were created to become. The process 
involves us in a conflict with the world. We saw 
how St. Peter was bidden; to prepare. But he 
did not realize his need, and then the time of pre- 
paration passes away and he is in the thick of the 
fight, 
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i. The Conflict 


(a2) The Master is being led away to the High 
Priest’s house. The disciples have all fled. John 
is apparently the first to recover himself, if indeed 
he failed, and he keeps near his Master to the end. 
But Peter follows afar off. We can see him, at first 
running to try and catch up the procession, then 
little by little slackening his pace. Soon the dis- 
tance between him and the Master increases. 

(0) After arriving at the house of the High Priest 
Peter makes a fatal mistake. He is shy, and he is 
cold. A crowd in the courtyard are lighting a fire. 
In the crowd he will escape notice, and by the fire 
he will get warm. That sleep in the garden has 
chilled him. So in order to avoid any open conflict 
with the world and in order that he might be com- 
fortable, ‘‘ He sat in the midst.” : 

(c) While in the world he tries to be of the world. 
He keeps his principles to himself. After all what 
good will it do? But the world does not like this 
arrangement. The world demands an explanation. 
Peter starts with a wrong explanation, and tries to 
keep up the réle he assumed. But it all failed, and 
the world, which saw through the whole thing, 
despised him all the more. 


ii. Ourselves 


(a) Following afar off. Is that the case with us ? 
Is there coming into our life that awful sin of “ luke- 
F 
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warmness”’? Are we losing some of our zeal for 
the Lord? Are we more ready to condone evil in 
ourselves and in our set ? Compare our devotions, 
our communions, our meditations—are we as careful 
now as we were say at the time of our Confirma- 
tion ? 

(b) In order to be comfortable and well spoken 
of, are we led to deliberately sit in the midst of the 
enemies of Christ? For example, a very wealthy 
man, and a leader of Society, has divorced his wife 
and has gone through a civil contract with another 
woman. Do we refuse to acknowledge the so-called 
marriage, or do we for the sake of some social 
amenities treat the whole affair as quite all right ? 
And do we mix with these enemies of Christ ? 

(c) In order to enjoy the comforts of the world, do 
we keep our principles to ourselves? We are asked 
to spend an evening out. Bridge is to be played. 
We can play a good game, but we do not wish to spoil 
any game by gambling. To us it is wrong. 
But now, for the sake of being asked again, 
we bottle up our principles and play for stakes. To 
do anything else we know will mean being given the 
cold shoulder by thisset. Is not this to be like Peter, 
“To curse and to swear that we know Him not”? 
It looks so vulgar and unnecessary to speak as Peter 
did. But actions are louder than words. And itis 
possibly by our actions rather than by our words 
that we deny Him as our Master, 
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ili. Our Weapons 

“This is the victory that overcometh the world, 
even our faith.” Faith will lead to, and will 
develop by, prayer., But prayer will not achieve 
all we need if with it we do not use the weapons of 
Fasting and Almsgiving. By Fasting we learn to 
“endure hardness.” It is soft living that produces 
soft men andwomen. By Almsgiving (which we can 
do so much more effectively if we fast, for what 
we go without we can give away) we learn to become 
detached from the world, and we learn to consecrate 
all to God. When I put sixpence into the collection 
it is an earnest that all I have is to be produced 
and spent on that which furthers the Kingdom of 
“God. ‘God First.” The worldly man becomes 
the slave of material wealth. This is a great danger 
to us to-day. The following words by the late 
Professor James of America may well conclude this 
meditation— 


““We have grown literally afraid to be poor. When we 
of the so-called better classes are scared as men were never 
scared in history at material ugliness and hardship. When 
we put off marriage until our houses can be artistic, and 
quake at the thought of having a child without a bank 
account and doomed to manual labour; it is time for 
thinking men to protest against so unmanly and irreligious 
a state of opinions. ... It is true so far as wealth gives 
time for ideal ends and exercise of ideal energies wealth is 
better than poverty and ought to be chosen. But wealth 
does this only in a portion of the actual cases. Elsewhere 
the desire to gain wealth and the fear to lose it are our chief 
breeders of cowardice and propagators of corruption, 
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There are thousands of conjunctions in which a wealth- 
bound man must be a slave, whilst a man for whom 
Poverty has no terrors becomes a freeman. 

“ Think of the strength which personal indifference to 
Poverty would give us if we were devoted to unpopular 
causes. We need no longer hold our tongue, or fear to vote 
the revolutionary or reformatory ticket. Our stocks might 
fall, our hopes of promotion vanish, our salaries stop, our 
club doors close in our faces, yet while we lived we would 
imperturbably bear witness to the Spirit, and our example 
would help to set free our generation. The cause would 
need its funds, but we its servants would be potent in pro- 
portion as we personally were contented with our poverty. 
. . . Trecommend this matter to your serious pondering, 
for it is certain that the prevalent fear of poverty among 
the educated classes is the worst moral disease from which 
our civilization suffers.” 


III. THE CONVICTION 
‘*The Lord turned, and looked upon Peter.” 


The late Canon Body used to tell astory ofa lady 
who once came up to London to keep an engagement 
which she should never have made. Having some 
time to spare she loitered about, and presently 
found herself outside a church, where at that very 
hour the Canon was preaching. She stepped in 
out of a curiosity to hear the sermon. When all 
was over she remained on in church. She sought 
the preacher’s help. She didnot keep her “ engage- 
ment.’’ The meaning of it all was this: ‘‘ The Lord 
turned and looked at her.” 
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i. The Conviction of Sin 

We left Peter in the world, doing his best to appear 
of the world. There he is forgetting, but he is not 
forgotten. There is a pause. They are taking the 
prisoner from one Hall to another. All turn to 
watch this new move. The Lord’s heart is full of 
Simon. He turns. He looked at Peter. In St. 
John i. 42 we are told how Jesus looked at him 
and said, Thou art Simon. Now with the same 
penetration, the Master looks again, and the look 
reveals to the disciple the same fact, thou art still 
Simon, thou hast not yet become, that which I mean 
you to become, Peter. 


ii. What Peter did 


The look recalled everything, and led to the realiza- 
tion of how sin was hurting the Heart of Love. All 
the good resolves came back to Peter. At once he 
went out. What matter what this person or that 
thought. He heeded not their words, or their looks. 
He will at all costs do the next right thing. The 
next right thing for the man who had deliberately 
sat down among the enemies of Christ was to go out. 
And as he went he wept, and wept bitterly.) 


- ill. Ourselves 

This Quiet Day is a pause in our lives. Our eyes 
are directed to our Lord. 

(2) Has He ‘‘turned’’? Jesus “turns” by allowing 
some disappointment or some sorrow to come to 
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us; or we have to change our plans about our pro- 
fession ; or a new love has come into our life, which 
makes all our own old life appear in a very different 
colour. 

(0) ‘‘ He looked.”” Has there come to us a con- 
viction of sin ? 

(c) Then surely we must “ go out.’”’ We must at 
once take the next step in our life. It may besome 
act of renunciation. But what is there too much to 
give up for the sake of Him Who loves as He does. 

(2) We must weep. There are always two causes 
for our tears. We weep first because we have failed. 
But later on we weep because love has been hurt. 
Compare the tears of the Prodigal Son in the far 
country with the tears of the Pardoned Son in the 
father’s arms. 

Commune with our Lord and find out from Him 
if— 

1. We can go on in our present life. 

2. There is anything in our past about which He 
wishes us to think, and repent. 


IV. THE CONFESSION 


“ The Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to Simon.”’ 


i. Peter went out 

When Judas went out “it was dark’’; when 
Peter went out it was dawning. But the darkest 
hour may be just before the dawn. Certainly 
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Peter had to pass through great darkness, like the 

darkness the Master Himself had to endure, which 
led to the fourth word from the Cross. 

i Think of the great restlessness during the hours 
till the meeting on the Easter Day. Imagine Peter 
going over the whole of the incidents that led to the 
denials. Watch him going to the Garden. Hear 
him say: “Here I made myself the exception. 
Here I went to sleep. Here I should have prayed.’ 
The more too he thinks of Him Whom he has hurt 
the more he realizes “there is not a joy the world 
can give like that it takes away.’’ What has)he 
gained ? The comfort of the fire, the avoiding of 
the sneer and taunt of the men in the hall—was any 
of that worth while? The more he thinks, the more 
he knows that his sinhas hurt Love. And one great 
absorbing desire takes possession of the man—the 
desire for forgiveness, the desire to express to 
Him his sorrow. 

“ Tf I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me.” 
So said his Master. But his mother had taught him 
a prayer which he would use now: “Wash me 
thoroughly from my wickedness,” etc. How this 
lesson of the child days fitted the man in this crisis. , 


- i. Peter has to Wait 

The prayer was earnest, but the answer did not 
come at once. God has three ways of answering 
prayer. Hesays “ Yes,” Hesays ‘‘ No,” and last of 
all He sometimes says “ Wait.’ St. Paul, like St. 


x 3 
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Peter, prayed during the three days that followed 
the conviction ofsin, ‘“‘ Behold he prayeth.’”’ Like 
him he too had to wait. 

Still it is the same. When God convicts us of sin 
He does sometimes keep us waiting, before we find 
Peace. But when He keeps us waiting it is only in 
order that we may have a better gift. 


iii. Jesus appears to ‘‘ Simon” 


The record of that interview is very concise. No 
details are given. But we can easily imagine them. 
Directly they met, Peter had to make his confession. 
In this confession he would not have pleaded any 
extenuating circumstances. And then Jesus must 
have forgiven him—that is, restored Him into 
the old fellowship. And then afterwards we know 
how the threefold commission was given to feed 
and tend the flock. Once again the old hymn was 
right. ‘Then shall I teach Thy ways unto the 
wicked, and sinners shall be converted.”’ | 

Let us realize for ourselves whatever He has said 
to us on this day, and let us once more strive to 
‘Follow in His steps,’ because He has set us at 
liberty, through His Absolving Word. Then we too 
can prove for ourselves the assertion of the poet— | 

“T held it truth, with him who sings 
To one clear harp in divers tones, 


That men may rise on stepping stones 
Of their dead selves to higher things.” 
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THE WILL OF GOD 


I worship Thee, Sweet Will of God, 
And all Thy ways adore ; 

And every day I live I seem 
To love Thee more and more. 


Thou wert the end, the blessed rule 
Of Jesu’s toils and tears ; 

Thou wert the passion of his Heart 
Those three and thirty years. 


And He hath breathed into my soul 
A special love of Thee, 

A love to lose my will in His, 
And by that loss be free. 


I love to kiss each print where Thou 
Hast set thine unseen feet ; 

I cannot fear Thee, blessed Will, 
Thine Empire is so sweet. 


I know not what it is to doubt, 
My heart is ever gay ; 
I run no risks, for come what will 
Thou always hast Thy way. 
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I have no cares, O Blessed Will, 
For all my cares are Thine ; 

I live in triumph, Lord, for Thou 
Hast made Thy triumphs mine. 


He always wins who sides with God, 
To him no chance is lost ; 

God’s will is sweetest to him, when 
It triumphs at his cost. 


Ill that He blesses is our good, 
And unblest good is ill; 
And all is right that seems most wrong 
If it be His sweet Will. 
FABER. 


I 
‘*‘LEARN OF JESUS CHRIST TO LIVE” 


“ Baptism doth represent unto us our profession ; which is to 
follow the example of our Saviour Christ, and to be made like 
unto Him.”’ 


“In what place my Lord the King shall be, whether for death or for 
life, even there also will Thy Servant be.” 


*HyMN 157 (to be sung kneeling). 
Introductory Address: “I will hearken to what the 
Lord God will say concerning me.” 

“ See that thou make ALL things according to the pattern that was 
shewed thee in the Mount.” 

HYMN 272. 


Section A—Self-Sacrifice (The Duty of Alms- 
giving). 
I. The pattern of self-sacrifice on behalf of our 
enemies. 


“ Forgive your enemies; pray for them that despite- 
fully use you,” 


Hymn 267. 


II. The pattern of self-sacrifice on behalf of all living 
in ignorance and sin. 
“ He goeth after that which ts lost till He find it,””—“‘ Let 
this mind be in you.” 
Hymn 356 (to be sung kneeling). 
III. The pattern of self-sacrifice on behalf of all 
relatives. 
“‘ Gyeatey love hath no man than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.” 


Hymn 208. 
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Section B—Self-Control (The Duty of Fasting). 
IV. The pattern of self-control of mind. 


“ Bringing every thought into captivity to the obsdi- 
ence of Christ.” 


Hymn 118. 


V. The pattern of self-control of body. 
“T buffet my body, and bring it into bondage.” 


Hymn 282. 


Section C—Self-Surrender (The Duty of Prayer). 
VI. The pattern of self-surrender in life. 


“* Behold Thy Servants are ready todo whatsoever my 
Lord the King shall choose.” 


HYMN 265. 


VII. The pattern of self-surrender in death. 
““ My time is in Thy hand.” 
Hymn 192 (to be sung kneeling). 
Concluding Collects. The Blessing. 





* The numbers of the Hymns will not be announced. 
At the close of each hymn the following prayer will be said by 
the congregation, after the Minister; the congregation 
standing :— 


“ Speak, Lord, for Thy servant heareth.” 


After each Address there will be an interval for Meditation and 
Silent Prayer. 


Then shall be said :-— 


V. O Saviour of the world, who by Thy Cross and 
precious Blood hast redeemed us : 


R. Save us and help us, we humbly beseech Thee. 
(After which shall follow immediately the appointed Hymn.) 


Note.—The numbers of the Hymns ees to the complete edition of Hymns Ancient and 
Modern. 
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II 


CHRIST’S SYMPATHY WITH US AND 
OURS WITH ONE ANOTHER 


FoR THE THREE Hours’ SERVICE. 


“ Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.’’ 
“If God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.’’ 


“IT will hearken to what the Lord God will say concerning me.” 





HyMNn 332. 


‘*Christ’s Sympathy with us and ours with one 
another.’’ 


“ We have not a High Priest that cannot be touched with the 
feeling of our infirmities.” 

“ A new Commandment I give unto you, that ye love one another 
even as I have loved you.” 


(a) To realize more (because of this service) the 
sympathy of Christ to yourself. (Eph. iii. 


In times of \ 
14-21.) 


silence pray 


(b) To possess a true 
(S. Jas. ii. 15-16.) 
To possess a wise 
(S. Matt. vii. 10.) 
To possess a wide 
(S. Matt. vi. 43, etc.) 
To possess a lasting 
(S. John xiii. 1.) 


Sympathy towards 
all men. 


HyYMN 210 (sung kneeling). 


-I. Sympathy with the Hostile and Prejudiced. 
“God commendeth His own love towards us, in that while we 
were yet Sinners, Christ died for us.” 


“ And a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he 
was, and when he saw him he was moved with compas- 
sion.” 


Hymn 634 (first six verses only). 
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II. Sympathy with the Penitent. 


“ While he was yet afar off, his Father saw him and was 
moved with compassion, and van, and fell on his neck 
and kissed him much.” 

“If a man be overtaken in any trespass, ye which ave 
spiritual vestove such a one in a spirit of meekness.” 


Hymn 606. 


III. Sympathy with Home Life. 
“ Jesus loved Martha, and hey sister, and Lazarus.” 


“ Let them learn first to show piety towards their own family, 
and to requite theiv parents ; for this is acceptable in the 
sight of God.” 


HYMN 221. 


IV. Sympathy in Doubt and Perplexity. 


“ Seeing them distressed . . . about the fourth watch of the 
night He cometh unto them, and saith unto them It is I.”’ 

“ These came to Philip and asked him saying, Sir, we would 
see Jesus. Philip cometh and telleth Andvew ; Andrew 
cometh, and Philip and they tell Jesus.” 


HYMN 373. 


V. Sympathy in Suffering. 

“ The God of all comfort comforteth us in ALL our affliction 
that we may be able to comfort them that ave in ANY 
affliction through the comfort wherewith we ourselves 
ave comforted by God.” 

ne nee ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of 

vist.” 


HyMNn 201. 


VI. Sympathy in Work. 


“ He said unto them, cast the net on the right side of the boat 
and ye shall find.” 

“ They helped every one his neighbour ; and every one said 
to his brother be of good couvage. So the carpenter 
encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smootheth with 
the hammer him that smote the anvil.” 


HYMN 217, 


ee 
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VII. Sympathy in Death. 


“ Behold, there was a dead man carried out, the only Son of 


his mother, and she was a widow. . . . When the Lord 
saw her, he had compassion on hey and said unto her, 
weep not.” 


Hymn 28 (to be sung kneeling.) 


THE BLESSING. 


RESOLUTION.* 


“ Everyone that heareth these words of mine and doeth them shail be 
likened unto a wise man ... And everyone that heareth these 
words of mine and doeth them not shall be likened unto a 
foolish man” (S. Matt. vii. 20-27). 


In response to the words of Jesus to me, I resolve to 


and I pray God to enable me to fulfil this good desire. — 


Signed 


*Fill this up before going to bed and keep it for remembrance and self-examination, 
and add to your evening prayers the Collect for Easter Day. 


Note, —The numbers of the Hymns Git to ne complete edition of Hymns Ancient and 
0. 
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THE PRAYER BOOK IN 
THE PARISH 


BY BERNARD M. HANCOCK 


Introduction by the Rev. Dr. I. GREGORY SMITH 


Crown 8vo, Cloth, 2s. net (by post, 2s. 3d.) 


Church Times—‘‘ Young clergymen would do well to read this 
little volume upon the Prayer Book at work. ... They 
would without any doubt learn from it not a few iessons 
which would stand them in good stead. .. . Loyalty anl 
commonsense are its notes, and Mr. Hancock’s modest little 
volume is of more use than some courses in Pastoral Theology 
which have a vogue and bear great names.” 

Morning Post—‘ There is hardly a parish clergyman anywhere 
who will not be glad to make acquaintance with this little 
volume and to many laymen it will also appeal forcibly.” 

The Record—“ Racily written and contains much that is helpful 
and suggestive.” 

The Lay Reader—‘ Every chapter is brimful of suggestion which, 
rightly used, would make all the difference between success 
and failure in the work of the Parish Priest and Reader.’’ 4 

The Churchwarden—“ Should prove very helpful to many a 
perplexed Priest, and it has the merit that stimulus may be 
snatched from any page opened at random without reference 
to what has gone before.”’ 

Sunday School Chronicle—“ Its suggestive hints for the duties 
of the Pastoral office might be followed with advantage 
by ministers of all Churches.” 

Birmingham Diocesan Magazine—‘‘ Thoroughly modern. Writ- 
ten with freshness and humour. Contains many hints which 
should be of value to clergy, whilst it ought also to instruct 
laymen.” © ‘ 

Chichester Diocesan Gazette—‘‘ Mr. Hancock grapples with many 
of our present difficulties earnestly, concisely, and we think, 
successfully.” 2 

Oxford Chronicle—‘ Clergy, Ordination Candidates and Lay 
Workers should find the volume distinctly serviceable.” 


N.B.—This book has been placed on the supplementary list of the 
SG 


Lonpon: ROBERT SCOTT, PuBiisuER 
ROXBURGHE HousEz, PATERNOSTER Row, E.C. 


Printed by Butter & Tanner, Frome and London 





By the BISHOP OF DURHAM. 


MESSAGES FROM 
THE EPISTLE TO 


THE HEBREWS 


By HANDLEY C. G. MOULE, D.D. 


BISHOP OF DURHAM 


Crown 8vo, Handsomely Bound in Cloth, 
Gilt, 2s. net - - - (4 post, 2/3) 


point ; discussed with great lucidity and simplicity of language."—Li/e of Faith. 
“Dr. Moule is one of our most popular evangelistic expositors, and this work 


will be much valued by all. The book will doubtless remain a very favourite work 
of pure exegesis among many people.”—Ox/ford Chronicle. 


‘Each section of the Hebrews is dealt with in popular phraseology, but frequent 
references to the original Greek render the treatment critically valuable. Indeed, it 
is seldom that we have met with a volume at one and the same time so popular in 
style and yet so learnedly exegetical." —Aomiletic Review. 


‘Bishop Moule does not discuss its authorship, but gathers from the Epistle 

large and conspicuous spiritual messages likely to be serviceable to mankind, His 

exposition is full of suggestion, and it opens out new avenues of thought.” 
Publishers’ Circular. 


{ 
‘A beautiful and gracious treatment of the subject from a devotional stand 


‘‘A thoughtful treatise. Dr. Moule’s conclusions carry with them convictions of 
the stoutest ; his messages are from the heart to the heart.” 
Sheffield Daily Independent, 


“The exegesis is above praise. We have the greatest possible pleasure in 
recommending it as a book of unspeakable worth to Biblical students.” 
Hull Eastern Morning News, 
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The Readers’ Commentary 


THE EPISTLE TO 
THE ROMANS 


BY THE REV, 


H. G. GREY, M.A. 
Demy 8vo, Cloth, 3s. 6d. net. 


The Readers’ Commentari¢s—based on the ENGLISH 
REVISED VERSION—are intended for the Clergy, Ministers, 
Christian Workers, Sunday-school Teachers, and all Students of 
the Bibie. They will be as far as possible simply written, will not 
shirk the difficulties of the text or the views of modern criticism, 
and they will endeavour to combine sound scholarship with the 
spirit of devotion, a careful explanation of the text, with a reverent 
appreciation of the Book itself. There will of course be intro- 
ductions to each volume, dealing with the history, date, occasion, 
etc., of the various books. The writer of each Commentary will 
be responsible for his own work, but the General Editors will 
exercise every care to make the Series a real help and inspiration to 
the reader, as well as a worthy contribution to the literature of the 
New Testament. 


THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. [Ready, 
By the Rev. H. G. Grey, M.A. Cloth, 3s. 6d. met. 


THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS, 

By the Rev. Dawson WALKER, D.D. [Jn preparation. 
THE SECOND EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS. 

By the Rev. F. S. Guy WARMAN, B.D. [Jn preparation. 
THE EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS, [Ready. 

By the Rev. CyriL EMMET, M.A, 


Other Volumes will be duly announced. Full particulars may be obtained 
from the Publisher, 
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LIBRARY OF HISTORIC THEOLOGY. 


Edited by the Rev. WILLIAM C. PIERCY, M.A. 
(Dean and Chaplain of Whitelands College) 


Each Volume, Demy 8vo, Cloth Gilt, 5s. net. 





Volumes now Ready. 
By the Rev. ALFRED PLUMMER, D.D. 


(Two Volumes) 


THE CHURCHES IN BRITAIN 


Dr. Hastings in the Expository Times says: “Has all the satisfactoriness we 
associate with Dr. Plummer’s work—the scholarship, the conseientiousness, the 
grace. For popular reading it will supersede all the rest.” 


By the Rev. the Hon. EDWARD LYTTELTON, M.A. 


CHARACTER AND RELIGION 


By the Rev. Canon R. L. OTTLEY, D.D. 


THE RULE OF FAITH AND 


: HOPE. A Brief Exposition of the Apostles’? Creed 
By the Rev. S. NOWELL ROSTRON, M.A. 


THE CHRISTOLOGY OF 
ener PAUL (Hulsean Prize Essay) 


By the Rev. ROLAND ALLEN, M.A. 


MISSIONARY METHODs: 


ST. PAUL’S OR OURS. 
By the Rev. HAROLD SMITH, M.A. 


“THE CREEDS : 
THEIR HISTORY, NATURE, AND USE. 


“The work will speedily become a recognised handbook.”—Record. 


Further important announcements will be made in due course; full pears 
may be obtained from the Publisher, Paternoster Row, London, EC. 
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BY THE REV. 


ALFRED PLUMMER, M.A., D.D. 


AN EXEGETICAL COMMENTARY 


ON THE 


GOSPEL ACCORDING TO 


So: MATT Any 


Demy 8vo. With full General and 
Greek Indices. Cloth Gilt, 12s. 


‘« A work eminently suited to meet the needs of English readers, 
and which none can study without receiving profit and 
edification.” —Church Times. 


‘* Dr, Plummer's book will fill a void which all ordinary students 
have felt for years past. He has laid us all under a deep debt of 
gratitude for this masterly work, which will now become as 
much a standard work as his equally valuable book on the third 
Gospel.” —Rev. W, H. GRIFFITH THOMAS in the Churchman, 


“The most useful English work on St. Matthew that has 
appeared in our generation, It is exactly the book for which 
students have been waiting for many years. Indispensable to 
the student of the Gospels as the best ‘Commentary,’ on St. 
Matthew in the English language.'’’"—Guardian. 


“It is a rich book, and full of matter that is most pertinent to its 
purpose, which is the interpretation of the first Gospel to the 
modern mind, Henceforth, Plummer on St. Matthew is likely 
to be consulted as often as Plummer on St. Luke, and that is 
very often indeed. In all questions of interpretation we shall 
always turn to it, and we shall often turn to it first of all.” 
Expository Times. 


‘‘Dr. Plummer’s ‘Commentary’ is a masterly specimen, and is 
a masterpiece of its category.” —Homiletie Review, 


LONDON: ROBERT SCOTT, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C. 





Useful Works for Ministers and Teachers, 








THE MESSENGER OF GOD 


STUDIES ON MALACHI. 


By the Rev. DUGALD MACFADYEN, M.A. 
Crown 8vo. Cloth Gilt, 2s. mez. 


“Mr. Macfadyen gives us in this volume a scholarly study of 
Malachi, and a dexterous application of his teaching to the needs 
and aspirations of our time.” —Oxford Chronicle. 


THE USE OF THE EYES 
IN PREACHING 


PREACHING AND SPEAKING WITHOUT NOTES. 
| By the Rev. JOHN NEVILLE. 
Cheap Edition. Paper, 1s. met; Cloth, 1s. 6d. mez. 


‘*A most novel and ingenious little book which every young 
preacher ought attentively to study.”-—Homzletic Review. 


** The book has a distinct message, to which all who endeavour 
to influence their fellow-men by public speaking would do well to 
pay heed.” —Sunday School Chronicle. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHING 
HELPS, COUNSELS, AND SUGGESTIONS. 


By the Rev. F. G. LLEWELLIN. Introductory Letters 
from the BISHOP OF LLANDAFF and the Rev. 
TALBOT RICE. 


Crown 8vo. Cloth, rs. mef. 


The Rev. J. E. WaTTs DITCHFIELD says: ‘I can warmly com- 
mend it to all connected with this most important branch of church 
life and work. I think the manual is excellent, and will prove of 
the greatest possible help to very many engaged in this work.” 


LONDON: ROBERT SCOTT, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C. 











THE SPLENDOUR OF 
A GREAT HOPE 


By the Ven. ARTHUR EVANS MOULE, B.D. 


Foreword by his Grace the LORD ARCHBISHOP 
OF CANTERBURY. 


Demy 8vo, Cloth, 35. 6d. set (4y post 35. 10d.) 


I AM quite sure that there are hundreds of people 


besides myself who will rejoice to have, in the 
form proposed, some of the collected thoughts of a 
man who has for so many years been in the forefront 
of Missionary enterprise, and has “made full proof of 
his ministry” alike as a scholar, an Evangelist, a 
teacher, and a guide. Few men can spzak on that 
great subject with such a wealth of experience, and 
we shall all, I am sure, be the gainers.—/rom fhe 
Foreword by the ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY. 


The book is divided into three sections, as follows: THE 
VISION OF THE WORLD’S DESPAIR, AND OF 
THE GREAT HOPE OF SALVATION——THE VISION 
OF THE HOPE OF THE RE-UNION OF CHRIS. 
TENDOM——THE VISION OF THE SPLENDOUR 
OF A GREAT HOPE, AND SERVICE IN THE 
AGES TO COME. 


LONDON: ROBERT SCOTT, PATERNOSTER ROW E,C. 





The Readers’ Commentary 


Dit Epis TILE. LO 
THE GALATIANS 


BY THE REV, 


CYRIL W. EMMET, M.A. 


Demy 8vo, Cloth, 3s. 6d. net. 


This Commentary has a distinctive character, as 
taking the point of view that Galatians was written 
before the Apostolic Council of Acts xv., and is therefore 
the earliest of the Pauline Epistles. Both in the Intro- 
duction and in the Notes the writer has had in mind the 
needs of the general reader of ordinary education, but full 
account has been taken of the work of the most recent 
writers on St. Paul, both English and German. It is 
hoped that the Commentary will serve as a further illus- 
tration of how much the Bible gains in interest and value 
by an acceptance of the standpoint of modern criticism, 


THE EPISTLE TO THEcGALATIANS. 


This Epistle is set for the Universities Preliminary 
Examination, 1913 and 1914. 


Other Volumes will be duly announced. Full particulars may be obtained 
Srom the Publisher. 
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THE TREASURY LIBRARY. Cloth, 1s. ~e¢ each. 


THE SOUL’S TRIUMPHANT 
WAY. 


By the Rev. JOHN A. HUTTON, M.A. 


‘© A beautiful book both in and out; we soon find ourselves 
handling it as a friend. Will make an excellent gift-book at any 
time.” — Presbyterian. 


THE POWER OF PEACE. 
By the Rev. W. H. GRIFFITH THOMAS, D.D. 


** Written in the author’s best style, this charming booklet cannot 
be read without profit.” —fecord. 


THE WORK OF WITNESS AND 
THE PROMISE OF POWER. 


By the Rev. HARRINGTON C. LEES, M.A. 


‘This miniature book carries a weighty message.” —Churchman. 


THE VALUE OF HARDNESS. 


By ROBERT E. SPEER. 


*‘ Marked by distinctiveness, force, and keen insight.” 
Churchman. 








By the Rev. HUBERT BROOKE, M.A. 


THE FACT AND FEATURES 
OF THE LORD’S RETURN. 


Crown 8vo. Cloth Gilt, 2s. mez. 
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A Volume of Suggestive and Thoughtful Essays. 


2s. net. 


STUDIES IN THE 
MAKING OF CHARACTER. 


By the Rev. HENRY W. CLARK, Author of ‘Laws of 
the Inner Kingdom.” 


Cloth Gilt, 2s. net (dy post, 2/3). 


‘‘A noble pronouncement, so calm, so weighty, so fine in feeling, so 
lofty in tone, so distinctively spiritual. . . . Within this small limit 
there is sufficient suggestion to inspire many books, and a quality of 
thought and of literary style that give it a place among genuine Jde//es 
lettres, which few books merit, A very notable book.” 

: Sunday-school Chronicle. 


‘“One cannot but be struck with the suggestzveness of these brief but 
illuminating ‘ studies.’ '—Churchman. 


‘Well worth perusal for their freshness and stimulus. In the nature 
of things there ought always to be room for what may be called the 
religious essay. . . . Of course, without a somewhat rare skill and 
resource, the performance can be easily of the tamest kind; but, as 
Mr. Clark achieves it, it is arresting and worth the watching.” 

Christian World. 





‘Insight into character, an eye for hidden motive, a philosophical 
view of life lightened by faith, and a sense of style, make the chapters 
of this singularly attractive book almost perfect examples of one form 
of essay.” —British Congregationalist. 


‘Character is the most difficult thing that any man is set to make, 
It needs all the advice and encouragement that experts can provide: 
the Rev. Henry W. Clark is an expert. His book costs little and is 
worth much.""—Zxpository Times. 
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By the Very Rev. CHARLES D. OVENDEN, D.D., 
Dean of Clogher. 


POPULAR SCIENCE FOR 
PAROCHIAL EVENINGS 


With an Introductory Letter from 
Sir OLIVER LODGE. 


Crown 8vo, Cloth Gilt, 28. 6d. met (fost free, 25. 9a.). 


Popular Science is a subject always attractive, and it is hoped 
that this book may be a help in providing material for parochial 
lectures. 


Sir O.tver Lopes says: “‘I heartily recognise the excellence of your 
aims, which I take to be three :— First, to provide topics ef real interest 
and enlightenment for people living in country districts ; second, to instil 
into the minds of people in general a wider acquaintance with the 
ordinary facts of nature; and third, to show that recent discoveries of 
science are in no way hostile to a rational and deeply reverent attitude 
towards religion.” 


By the Rev. H. H. T. CLEIFE, M.A. 


MUTUAL RECOGNITION 
IN THE LIFE BEYOND 


Preface by the Ven. Archdeacon SINCLAIR. 
Crown 8vo, Cloth Gilt, 2s. met (post free, 25. 3d.). 


ARCHDEACON SINCLAIR says: “I am glad that this work is being pub- 
lished on Future Recognition. The question whether, if we reach the 
land of the redeemed, we shall be permitted to know our friends, is often 
put, and it will be a comfort to the anxious and to the mourner to havea 
well-reasoned reply. . . . I sincerely hope that this needful treatise will 
confirm the faith of many.” 
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A Scripture Study by the Rev. Harrington C. Lees. 


ST. PAUL 
AND HIS CONVERTS 


STUDIES IN TYPICAL NEW TESTAMENT MISSIONS. 


By the Rev. HARRINGTON C, LEES. 


Crown 8vo, Cloth, rs. net (Sy post Is. 3a.). 


CONTENTS :—ROMANS, A Missionary Message to the 
Heart of the Empire.—CORINTHIANS, The Gospel in a 
Heathen Port.—GALATIANS, The Gospel in the Country 
Districts; -EPHESIANS, The Gospel in a Heathen Cathe- 
dral City. -PHILIPPIANS, The Gospel and Colonial Work. 
— COLOSSIANS, The Gospel in an Out-Station. — 
THESSALONIANS, The Gospel in an Independent State. 







‘*A volume that will be found most valuable for Mission Study 
Circles, C.E, Missionary Libraries, and Bible-Class Missionary 
Bands. Primarily intended for C.M.S. workers, this excellent 
handbook will be servicable to any who are interested in Paul’s 
life, or concerned to know the great underlying principles of 
Christian Missions." —Sunday-school Times. 













‘'In ‘St. Paul and his Converts’ we have skill in drawing out a 
lesson, insight in getting at the inner meaning of a passage of 
Scripture, and inspiration to dig deeper; there is also a calmness 
of judgment. A gem to be placed among our best-loved books, 
» » It cannot fail to be a help to all its possessors, and a 
treasured friend.'’—Record. 
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A New Volume of Helpful and Suggestive Sermons. 


3/6 net. 


LAWS OF THE 
INNER KINGDOM. 


By the Rev. HENRY W. CLARK, Author of “The 
Philosophy of Christian Experience.” 


Crown 8vo. Cloth Gilt, 3s. 6d. xet (dy fost, 3/10). 





‘‘This volume of sermons should prove full of seed-thought to 
preachers and teachers, while for personal meditation it will yield 
abundant fruit. There are very few sermons which bear the test 
of print, but Mr. Clark’s come out of the ordeal triumphantly. 
So long as he can give us such suggestive, spiritual, and felicitous 
teaching, he will never lack readers.” —Churchman. 


‘*There are books that have no feeling in them—that send 
leanness into our soul. That cannot be said of this volume. It 
is full of meat. It contains twenty sermons, and they are 
fascinatingly fresh.”—Sunday Strand. 


**A book we heartily recommend to preachers; it will suggest a 
very profitable variety in the fare so largely supplied to modern 
congregations.” —Preachers’ Magazine. 


**Those who read this new volume with the care it deserves can 
only gain good from it. It breathes the true spirit of devout 
thought, and is full of hope.” —Brztish Congregationalist. 


**We hope he may have many readers for his twenty very good 
sermons.”—Methodist Times. 


6‘ These are very fine discourses, which go to the heart of things 
and present the laws of the inner kingdom with remarkable 
freshness.” —Zeacher and Preacher. 
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By the Rev. J. E. WATTS-DITCHFIELD, M.A. 


An Indispensable Text-book for all Christian Workers. 


FISHERS OF MEN 


OR, HOW TO WIN THE MEN. 


New Edition. Revised and Enlarged. Crown 8vo, 
Cloth, 2s. net (dy post, 25. 3d.). 


‘*Deals with the most important subject which a minister 
can study. . . » Not merely a book for clergy but for all 
Christian workers,’”—Guardian. 


‘‘By far the best guide-book and manual for clergy who 
conduct men’s services. Written with great literary skill.” 
Church Family Newspaper. 


‘*Tt is at once the most nearly complete, as well as the most 
simple and clear, book dealing with men’s services that we 
know of, and parochial clergy with large populations will find 
in these pages a key to the puzzle which has bewildered them 
for years." —Record. 


‘“©A most valuable work; . . . simply indispensable to 
those who are working amongst men.”—Churchman. 


‘‘We most heartily commend this book to all preachers and 
pastors, It is worth many a cartload of ponderous theorizing in 
homiletics and pastoral theology."—Preachers' Magazine. 

‘Every clergyman and layman who wishes to work among 


men should read it."—Church Gazette, 
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THE MAGAZINE FOR CHURCHMEN. 


Che Churchman 


A MONTHLY MAGAZINE & REVIEW 


80 pages of Literary Matter every month. 
Under the joint Editorship of 
The Rev. Professor DAWSON WALKER, D.D., and 
The Rev. Principal F. S. GUY WARMAN, B.D. 


Price 6d. net. Annual Subscription, 6s. net (post free 7/6). 







The Churchman has a clear and consistent policy—to voice, 
as far as possible, the sentiments of those whose appreciation of 
the privileges of Catholic churchmanship is combined with loyalty 
to the Church of England as a Reformed and Protestant cem- 
munion, Articles regularly appear on topics both of historical and 
of present-day interest. The interpretation of the Old and New 
Testaments, Ecclesiastical and Social Problems, Philosophy, 
Criticism, Homiletics, Belles Lettres, all have their place. 
The Churchman combines intrinsic excellence with the 
widest possible variety of interest. 











Some regu'ar and occasional Contributors: 






The Right Rev. The Lord Bishop of The Rey. Arthur Galton, MLA, 






Durham, The Rey. Henry Gee, D.D. 
The Right Rev. The Lord Bishop of The Rey. H. G. Grey, M.A. 
Carlisle. P. J. Heawood, Esq., M.A. 






The Right Rev. The Lord Bishop of yy, Rev. H. Hensley Henson, 


Sodor and Man. 
The Richt Rev. The Lord Bishep of 1 he Rev. J. Stuart Holden, M.A, 







Edinburgh. The Rey. W. R. Inge, D.D. 
The Very Rev. The Archdeacon of The Rev. R. C. Joynt, M.A. 
London, The Rey. Harrington C. Lees, 32.A. 






The Rev. Canon Barnes-Lawrence, The Rev. Alfred Plummer, D.D. 
A. The Rev. W. St. Clair Tisdall, D.D. 
The Rev. H. L. C. de Candole, M.A. The Rev. A. J. Tait, B.D. 






The Rev. C. Lisle Carr, M.A, The Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, 
The Rev. W. E. Chadwick, D.D. D.D. 
The Rev. Cyril W. Emmet, M.A. The Rev.J. EB. Watts-Ditchfield, M.A. 





The Publisher will send a Specimen Copy of The Churcbman 
post free to any applicant who ts not acquainted with the Magasine, 
and who would like to see tt with a view to subscribing. (4 
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| A Valuable Theological Treatise, 
ES Ee 


LITTON’S 
DOGMATIC THEOLOGY 


AN INTRODUCTION TO DOGMATIC TREOLOGY 4 
ON THE BASIS OF THE XXXIX. ARTICLES OF 
THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. By the late Rev. 
E. A. LITTON, M.A, 
| 
| 
! 
| 


New Edition. Revised and Edited by the Rev. H. G. 
GREY, M.A. Foreword by the Rev. Principal A. J. 
TAIT, M.A, 


Demy 8vo, Cloth Gilt. With Full Index, ros. 6d. ze7. 


The DEAN OF CANTERBURY says: “‘ Peculiarly valuable as an 
Introduction to the study of Dogmatic Theology. It surveys 
more comprehensively than any English book on the subject the 
general course of Theology in early, medizeval, and modern times, 
and illustrates the principles of the various systems—whether 
Catholic or Protestant—which have from time to time prevailed. 
The book will afford a student a good general conception of 
the problems of Theology, and will give | him very valuable 
guidance in appreciating the issues at stake.” 


Principal A. J. Tart, M.A., says: ‘‘ A work which ought to be 
in the hands of everyone who is engaged in preparing either 
others or himself for the pastoral office.” 


‘* We think the book should be one of very great utility to any 
willing to work at a solid piece of learning, and not lazily seeking 
to make a rapid survey of the subject.” —/ecord. 


“It is admirable, and of immense value, especially to the 
younger clergy.”—zglish Churchman. 


“The whole range of systematic theology is covered, for it is a 
book of over six hundred pages. But it is well written and will 
not weary." —Lxpository Times. 
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THE DUST OF DESIRE ; or, 
IN THE DAYS OF BUDDHA. 


By EVELYN S. KARNEY (C.E.Z.M.S.), Author of 
‘¢ Broken Snares,” etc. Introduction by the Rev. W. 
ST. CLAIR TISDALL, D.D. Prefatory Article by 
the Rev. W. O. E. OESTERLEY, D.D. 


Large Crown 8vo. Cloth Gilt, 3s. 6d. me7. 


With List of Buddhist Scriptures Quoted and a Full 
Index. 


From the Rev. W. O. E. OESTERLEY’S Article: 


“« Even a slight knowledge of the religion of Buddha is sufficient to 
show how much there is in it that is attractive and even fascinating, 
To the mystic, to the philosopher, to the moralist, as. well as to the 
religiously-minded, there is an immense deal that appeals. But 
it must be confessed that alongside of the attractive features of 
Buddhism there is very much indeed that is positively repellent ; 
if Buddhism has a certain vogue among some who live in European 
countries to-day, itis because they have adopted an eclectic form of 
that faith which is far from being identical with any of the various 
forms of Buddhism—such as exists in Burmah, India, Central 
Asia, China, Japan, Korea, Tibet, and elsewhere; for it is a fact 
to be remembered that Buddhism varies according to the different 
countries in which it exists. 


‘‘The writer of the charming story, told in the following pages, 
places her readers within a mental atmosphere in a way which only 
one thoroughly conversant with the subject treated of is able tc 
do ; she shows the essential inadequacy of Buddhism, not by means 
of argument, but by telling a story full of deep pathos, in which 
the heroine is brought through the stress of sorrow to yearn for a 
hope which the religion of Buddha could not offer. It will help to 
the understanding and appreciation of her story if it is prefaced by 
a few words regarding the founder of Buddhism, and of the religion 
which bears his name. The word ‘ Buddha’ is not a proper name, 
as is often supposed, but a descriptive title, and means ‘a wise’ or 
‘an enlightened’ one. There were Buddhas before ‘ Buddhism,’ as 
a religion, came into existence; but ¢#e Buddha, par excellence, 
was Gautama, He was born about the year 560 B.C. ; the place of 
his birth had long been forgotten, but was identified as recently as 
the year 1895, when a pillar was discovered which had been set up 
by the Buddhist Emperor Asoka (he reigned from 273-231 B.C.) | 
during a pilgrimage undertaken with the purpose of visiting all the 
sacred sites connected with Gautama, and worshipping at them." 


LONDON: ROBERT SCOTT, PATERNOSTER ROW, E.C. | 
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33 Free bondmen : studies in the spiritual life 
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